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" Buddha Dhamma our Ancient Cultural Heritage,”

Collective Wisdom United Voice

President Murmu on Asadha Purnima

On Azadha Purnima we got
acquainted with the Dham-
ma of Lord Buddha which
only a part of our ancient cul-
tural heritage but iz also an im-
portant feature of our daily life
said the President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu, adding that to
know about Buddha Dhamma we
should tearn and understand the
first sermon given by Shalgramu-
ni on the sacred land of Sarnath

The Prezident was ad-
dressing the celebrations of Asa-
dha Fu.r':umg on 3 July 2023, organized by the
International Buddhist Confederation {IBC)
with the support of the Ministry of Culture
Govi. of India: She explained that on Asadha
Purnima Lord Buddha through his first ser-

iz not

mon planted the seeds of the middle path of

Dhamma. "It is important that on this auspi-
cious day we absorb the teachings of Lord
Buddha into our behaviour and thought
she added.

Aszadha Purnima is cobserved as
the Dhamma Chakra Pravartana Divas. The

LOmLa.

on page 2.

Ven Jetsunma on BBC's list of 100 most influential women

n the realm of inspirational women, named among the BEC's list of 100, iz Most Ven

Jetsunma Tenzin Palmo, one of the Presidents of the International Buddhist Confed-

eration [IBC).
ment,” reads the BEC statement.

"She stands as a beacon of spiritual dedication and unwavering commit-

Contd, on pege 2 ..

General Assembly Elects new Secretary General
Shartse Khensur Jangchup Choeden Rinpoche

fen Khensur dangehop Choeden Rinpoche

Tra International Buddhist Confedera-
tion (IBC) is happy to announce Shartse
Khensur Jangchup Choeden Rinpoche as IBC
new Secretary General. At the 3Srd Gen-_—lal
Assembly Meeting [GAM) in New Delhi, In-
dia, Rinpoche Jangchup Choeden was electad
azthe Secretary General.
Rinpoche is no stranger to IBC as he
was earlier the Deputy Secretary General of
the world body, Concurrently, other positions
he holds are Vice President at the Indian Him-
alayan Council of Nalanda Buddhist Traditior

unanimously

(IHCMET) Delhi. Council Member at National
Culture Fund [NCF). Ministry of Culture Govt,
of India, Sangha Advisor at the Vajrayana
Buddhist Council of Malaysia (VECM), Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, Advisor at the Sri Lankan
and Tibetan Buddhist Brotherhood Society
[SLTBES) Colombao, 5ri Lanka and Trustee at
Pipal Tree. a Bangalors based social, environ-
mental and cultural organisation.

Hinpoche hails from Himachal and
formerly Executive Director of the Ge-
International Foundation. He was also

was
luk

Contd, on page 3
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Buddho Bhamma/Asadha Purmnima from page 1

His Heliness The 12th Chamgon Kenting
Tal Bitupz

event was held at The National Muse-
um, New Delhi where the Holy Relic of
the Buddha from Piprahwa is placed. It
iz the annual flagship event of IBC and
the second most sacred day for Bud-
dhists after the Buddha Purnima or the
Vaisakh Purnima,

President Murmu had a mes-
sage for the youth too. She called upon
the youth to learn from the teachings of
the Buddha, to enrich themselves and
contribute significantly to building a
peaceful society, a nation; and a world.

In a recorded video address;
Smt. Murmu added “by following the
three-teachings of Lord Buddha- Sheel,
Sadhachar and Pragya- the younger
generation can empower themselves
and bring about a positive impactin so-
ciety.’

Minister of State for Culture
and External Affairs, Smt. Meenakashi
Lekhi, in her special address described
a lay person’s journey to attain the level
of a Bodhizatbva. “Though we are all
connected with our values, yet we are
responsibie for our own actions. Right
actions can change our destiny.”

L it

| - -!_: f

She went on to explain that if we adhere
to the principles of consciousness and
mindfulness in action, speech, conduct
pursuing the right livelihood, we are al-
ready on the path of Dhamma.

“It wasz Covid that showed us
the waorth of our life, building a sense
of detachment to material and physical
existence. In asense, this was the path
to attaining higher levels of conscious-
ness.” she added.

“As we have very little time on
this planet.” the Minister noted, "every
individual should do the right thing ac-
cording to his consciousness which will
in turn make for a stronger community”

Members of the diplomatic
community, dignitaries, patriarchs of
buddhist sanghas, eminent masters,
scholars, monks, and nuns based in
New Delhi participated in the event,

Asadha Purnima-
Dhamma Chakra Pravartana
Divas

His Holiness The 12th
Chamgon Henting Tai Situpa in his
Dhamma talk on the Significance of
Asadha Purnima said “we celebrate the
first and foremost teaching of the Bud-
dha who layed the foundation of Dhar-
ma and taught us the universal truth
of suffering and how we can overcome
it by the practise of Dharma, Therehy
pursuing the middle path and experi-
encing peace, happiness, harmony and
compassion”, ]

SCASADHA D -

“PURNIMA
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Sk Meerakzehi Lebhi, Minister of Siatz for Bxdernal Affairs znd Culturs [Centrz), fromeLeft to Right Ven Bounthaveng Xamana Brikkhi incharge Wattao Bodhgaya

BBCS listof 106.. from page 1

Named among the BECs list
af 100 inspiring and mest influential
women for 2023, Most Ven Jetsunma’s
journey from the bustling streets of
London to the serene: landscapes of
Himachal Pradesh is nothing short of
extraordinary

The Ven beecame one ofthe first
westerners to be ordained as a Tibetan
Buddhist monastic in 1264, The turn-
ing point came in 1976 when Jetsunma
gsought deeper seclusion. High in the
Himalayas, she found a cave at 13.200
feet above sea level, where she lived in
golitary spiritual practice for 12 years,

Mest Ven Jatsunmz Tenzin Palmo

facing hardships and life-threatening
eXperiences.

Most Ven Jetsunma is Founder-
Abbess. Dongyu Gatsal Ling Nunnery,
Himachal Pradesh- India-and President.
Sakyadhita International Associationof
Buddhist Women.

(For the detailed artcle om Ven-
erable’s spiritual journey and enlightened
thoughts on Buddha Dhorma, recd Samyak
Sombodh newsletter dated February 2016
hitps:/ fwwiviboweorld org/old ibc newsletter.
phpl. [
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international, His Hofmass The 128k Chamgon Kenting Tai Sitepa; Ven Do Dhammapiva, 5G IBC and Vice Charman Ven Metteyya Sakyzputiz, Lumiini Development Trast
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Ven L=ms Lobzang, Founder and Exscutive President [BE with the newly eie

the leading Abbot of the Gaden Shartze
Monastery, Mundgod. 2 monastic Edn-
cational Institute,

It was after a hiafus of a few
years following the Covid shutdown and
other unforeseen developments thatthe
GAM was convened on 27-28 November,
2023.

Patriarchs of Buddhist Sang-
has, senior monks and Dhamma prac-
titioners, all members of IBC, many
amongst them have been IBC's found-
ing members, participated in the meet-
ing to elect office bearers for the world
body, They will held office for the next
J-years.

The meeting was a unigue op-
portunity for semior monks from 27-
countries to interact and share their
views on some of the burning issues
troubling the world today

It served as a significant mile-
stone, drawing together a distinguished
azzembly of members forming a truly
global representation. including Russia,
Brazil. Mexico, Norway, Bhutan, Bangla-
desh. Sri Lanka. Myanmar, Nepal Mon-
golia, France and Germany, among oth-
ers. The delegates were proud of their
presence amidst the founding members
ofthe
dational relevance to the event,

Theinauguoral day commenced

IBC, lending a historical and foun-

with the introduction and adoption of

IBC's new constitution, setting the stage
for the next phase in the organization’s
journey. The proceedings progressed to
the nomination and election of new of-
fice bearers, a pivotal moment that en-
rolled fresh leadership and perspectives
into the IEC,

The second day of the as-

cied office bearers and commiies members

semhbly featured presentations and
discussions around intsrnational en-
gagements that focused on Buddhist
values for mitigating global challenges,
including degradation of environment
and rampant exploitation of wildlife for
commercial considerations.

The highlight of the pro-
gramme was an open discussion forum,
providing a platform for delegates to
suggest, comment and engage in pro-
found conversations about the future
trajectory of the IBC. This interactive
exchange fostered a sense of responsi-
bility and collaboration among nations
committed to the principles of Buddhka
Dhamma.

The IBC's newly elected office
bearers to the posts of Presidents, Vice
Presidents and Deputy Secretary Gen-
erals are as follows:

i . His Eminence Samdech Cambodia Ven Dhammapala Bhikkhu | Malaysia
Executive President: Prezh Pothivong Am Limy

Heng Muost Ven Bounsouane Laos
Maist Ven. Lama Lobzang India : : = Phanthavong

Mast Ven. Sea Enihyun South :

; 7 Did Khambo Lama Tsyren Ruissia
Pondukbaey
Presidents: B e T Malaysia His Eminence Khamba Lama | Mongelia
His Holiness Drikung Indiz Ven Dr. O} ;;:ur ) Tndia Ehiay Lo
Hyabgon Chetsang : = His Exceflency D Khy Cambodia
5 ral
Mopst Ven Dr Waskaduwe 5ri Lanks : . e —
Mzhindawanza Vice Presidents: Capt Kaji Sherpa UK
Mahanayake Thero = z
% Muost Ven Khenpo Usen Bhutan
Ven Khenpo Chimed Mepal Namgyel FSLS Deputy Secretary Generals:
Deput}' Sanﬂharaja of Thailand Ven 20th Bakula Rinpoche India Most Ver. Geshe Chosphel | India
Thail fl.l,rﬂllﬂ.n Npawang Jigmel Zpipa
an|
Most Ven ¥in Bao Heshang | Taiwan Ven Khemachara Bhikkhu | India
e o Ven Ajahn Amarg England o = =
iz Eminence yanamr r. Damenda Pora; ri Lank
Candiniabhivamsa i Ven Karma Tashi Choedron | Malaysia i
Mpst Ven Dn Thich Thanh | Vistnam Ven Phra Dr. Anil Sakya Thailand Apart fem theshove, akher
Whisa 7 a Bhikkh Tt elected positions are Dhamma Sec-
Most Ven Jetsunma Tenzin | UK Sl — - - = retaries-10: Assistant Dhamma Sec-
Palmo Mast Ven Dr. Thich Nhat Tu | Vietnam retaries-2; Treasurer-1; Assistant
Deputy Sangharajaof Laos | Laos Ven Pomaoyun Sunim South Treasurer-1 and Exective Committe
. Sone Members-13.[10

IBC Newsletter @ 3



Former President of ndi
gral Secrefary and -'l..';ynu- Ceguly
IBC, Ven Dr Dhamms

In support of value-based education,
the former President, Shri Ram Nath
Kovind, called for the inclusion of the
principles of Dhamma in the educa-
tion curriculum as an applied practise
of Vipassana, "Dhamma education will
assist young minds in shaping a new In-
dia,” Shri Kovind stated.

The former President was the
Chief Guest at the International Abhid-
hamma Divas from 23-30 October 2023
at Gautam Buddha University, Greater
MNoida, The day was also celebrated as
the birth Centenary year of Vipassana
Acharya, Dr Satya Narayvan Goenka.

The Abhidhamma Divas
marks the descent of the Buddha from
the celestial domain of the heaven to
Sankassiya, presently known as Sankiza
Basantapur in Farrukhsbad district of
Uttar Pradesh, India. It is stated in the

niernabionz Abhichamma Divas. ce

ri fam M=th Kovind (Centre), (Lefi to Right) Direcior Genaral, 1B, M Abhig Hal n:l-'-r. Vice
Prelatz) Supreme Sangha Council of ihe Kollz Chapter
e, Di rachor, Central If'::tlL‘-'- of Himatsyan Coiture Studies. D Gomet Ec- i

7 Lanka, Most

Buddhist texts that after teaching Ab-
hidhamma to the Devas and his maother
as witness, The Buddha descended here.
It faliz on the full moon day of Sharada
Puarnima,

The event was organised by the
[nternational Buddhist Confederation
(IBC) with the support of the Ministry
of Culture, Govt. of India, and collabora-
tion of Gautam Buddha University.

To mark
Acharya Goenka an International Con-
ference on 'The Tenets of the Buddha
Dhamma and Globkal Well-Being: Na-
ture. Significance and Applicability” was
held on the final day.

Speaking on the subject. the
former President further explained that
it was based on his own experience and
the benefit he derived from the prac-
tice of Vipassana that he had suggested

sbrations at the Gastam Buddha Universiy, Greater Hoida

fer Kota

and F:sgl-t’;' of GBL, De: A

the centribution of

Ghanceilor, GBU, Prof: Bavindra Kumar Sinha, Gen-
fiva Hahula -'."_I_IE_'|3'«_ Them, Secretary Ganerst,
tehwas Tripath

the intreduction of Vipassana amongst
the trainees at the Lal Bahadur Shastri
Mational Academy of Administration in
Mussoorie.

“l1 am fortunate that I was in-
troduced to the Dhamma by none oth-
er than Revered Goenka ji. Through
the practice of Vipassana Meditation.
Goenka ji enabled me to experience the
teaching of the Shakyamuni Buddha.
The Dhamma if applied in our daily life,
it can be the panacea for all the present-
day problems” ke said; adding that "for
these modern times, the contribution of
Guru ji in the systematic presentation
and practice of the Dhamma has been
significant. Az a result, we see that the
number of practitioners of Vipassana
are increasing day- by- day, not only in
India but throughout the World"

Special Guest from 5ri Lanka,

Most Vemerable Senior
Professor Kottepittiye
Rahula Anunayaka

Thero, (Deputy Prelate)
Supreme Sangha Coun-
cil of the Kotte Chapter
Sri Lanka said. "India
has made tremendous
contribution to human
knowledge with Buddha
Dhamma and we all in
the Buddhist world re-
vere this holy land of the
Buddha."

Prof. R. K. Sinha,
Vice Chancellor. Gautam
Buddha University in his

4 @ [BC Newslatter



welcome address focused on the sig-
nificance of Uttar Pradesh as a.cradie of
Buddhism, a place where "the teachings
of the Buddha® were evolved and nur-
tured,

He =zaid that "UP iz a land that
resonates with the wisdom and com-
passion of the Buddha. Today, we stand
in a state that holds profound -signifi-
cance in the history of Buddhizm". He
added that "l would alzo like to draw

Mozt Venerabie Koltepitiive fahufa Anunayzka Thero

your attention that out of the Eight
Great Sacred Places in Buddhism, it is
truly remarkable that four are situated
right here in Uttar Pradesh. These sa-
cred sites namely: Sarnath, Knshinagar,
Sankissa and Sravasti are not just geo-
graphic locations; they are repositories
of spiritual enlightenment and histori-
cal significance.”

Ven Dr Dhammapiya, Sec-
retary General International Buddhist
Confederation said that "at a time when
the world is facing violence in the name
of religion and the homan mind is full of
hatred, anger and causing pain leading
to muinal destruction; it is only Bud-
dha's teaching that will bring peace and
stability in the society” He further said
that "In the spirit of this heritage, it is
indsed a pious occasion that we have
gathered here, where the legacy of Gau-
tam Buddha thrives.”

The Chief Guest, Prof
Santishri Dhulipudi Pandit Vice
Chancellor of J[awaharlal Nehro Univer-
sity {[NU), for the valedictory address
recalled her deep association with Bud-
dhism and commended the organizers
for organising the event.

Prof Pandit underscored that
Buddhism and Advaita do not have
western equivalents which means, they
are unigue and universal. She men-

tioned that India's tradition of valuing
dissent was rooted in Gautam Buddha's
teachings. This left a great impact on
her during her student days at Presi-
dency College in Madras.

International
Abhidhamma Divas and
Workshop on
Vipassana

Drawing attention of the gath-
ering, she said that the Madras Musenm
holds Amravati relice which should be
vizited by all Ven monks. She further
mentioned that Tamil Nadu was a place
that produced one of the greatest think-
ergand philosophers of all times— Acha-
rya Nagarjuna.

Prof Pandit's academic work
includes MNagarjuna's teachings: “the
'Middle Path', similar to non-align-
ment— a component of India’s foreign
policy. and 'Shunyata’- the doctrine of
emptiness which comez from Buddha
Dhamma,” she said.

Prof: B K Sainha

In conclusion she pointed out
that [NU had introduced a Pali certifi-
cate course last year and this year, they
are planning to add MA in Hindu and
Buddhist studies, demonstrating their
commitment to India's spiritnal herit-
age.

In his valedictory speech;, DG
IBC Abhijit Halder drew attention to
the critical global events marked by
enmity, conflicts and wars, driven by
human greed for power and revenge.
He advocated introducing Vipassana
in educational institutions, inspired by
the concerns of former President Shri
Bam Nath Kovind. Excellent papers

were presented and spirited discus-
sions took place with the practitioners,
both monks and nuns, and the schelars
which was a spiritually energising expe-
rience forall, he said in conclusion.

Esteemed International insti-
tutions, including Dongguk University,
Dhammaduta Chekinda University,
and the Dhammachai International
Research Institute contributed to the
event's academic richness.

The well attenided conference
brought together scholars, practition-
ers, student monlks and nuns, and re-
nowned Buddhists from around the
world, including India-based Ambas-
sadors and other diplomats. Guests in-
cluded a delegation from the Russian
Foundation for the Promotion of Bud-
dhist Education and Research; empha-
sizing the importance of unity for world
peace.

The event featured research
papers, an apen dizlogue on Goenka
ji's contribution to Buddha Dhamma
and Vipassana, and 2 discussions on
the significance of Vipassana practice.
It showcased 187 research papers in
24 academic sessions, spanning diverse
aspects of Buddhizm, including Vipas-
sana practice. A number of Vipassana
experts shared their experiences too.

The discussions covered topics
from Buddhist philosophy to sustain-
able development, history, archaeol-

Prof Santizhr Dhulipudi Pandit

ogy. art, and the natore of Vipassans;
Buddhism’s emphasis on interconnect-
edness offering a path to a happiern
compassionate, and progressive world-
transcending borders, religions, and
cultures, Participants left with shared
experiences, spiritual enrichment, and
academic lessons to foster a peaceful
Futurs. L1
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_PRAYER FOR WORLD Pm}gg’i

As the world goes through furbulent times and conflict is visible all around, the Buddhist Scholars and scademi-
cians from different countries who had gathered atthe GEU were in deep discussion and thonght onhow would
thiz peace march contribute towards spreading the message of world peace based on the teachings of Dhamma,

This exercize led to the spontaneous gesture by the international monks from Russia, South Korea UK
Canada, Sri Lanka. Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Taiwan: Brazil, Vietnam. Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar together on
the Abhidhamma Divas, the full moon evening at Gautam Buddka University to carry auta Candlelisht march.
Thizmarch was not just a ritualistic event but a powerful expression of a shared commitment to the cause of world
peace. Participants walked together, transcending national, cultural, and linguistic boundaries, and it was a visnal
representation of unity and solidarity for a more peaceful world.

it waz silent, yet holding a resolute message that the teachings of Buddha Dhamma offer a path towards
reconciliation and compassion in a world too often torn apart by divizion and discord. The sight of participants
holding candles in the fading light served as a poignant reminder of the essence of Buddhism—illumination in the
dark. The candlelight cutting through the darkness envisioned the hope and wisdom that Buddhism imparts to its
followers.

The Candlelight march was a significant highlight of the Abhidhamma Day and the International Buddhist
Conference of 2023, serving a5 a testament to the power of collective consciousness, shared aspirations, and a
shared commitment to the betterment of humanity,

it was a symhbol of hope, peace, and 3 brighter firture, leaving a lasting impression on'the hearts and minds
of all wha participated and witnessed it. []

Silertly marching for hope, pe=ce, and a brighter future for the world

& @ IBC Newslatier
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to Carry forward

Buddha’s Teachings: Meenakashi Lekhi

Prayears at The Holy Busdha Reficon 5 May 2023

he Buddha's message of peace. non-

violence and to follow the path of
truth is a5 relevant today as it was 2550
years ago. said Smt. Meenakashi
Lekhi. Minister of State for External Af-
fairs and Culture, Govt of India, adding
that “we not only need to recall them,
butalso carry them forward to the next
generation: as it has been handed down
to us through all these past centuries.”

Speaking onthe auspicions day
of Vaisakh Buddha Purnima, on 3 May
2023, at the National Museum where
the Holy Buddha Belics are enshrined,
Smt. Lekhi called upon the congrega-
tion to move from ideas to action. Quot-
ing from the ancient text, the words of
Buddha, she said all our thoughts and
ideas are like fragrance, it should reach
all, we need to transfer them into ac-
tion, merely keeping them as ideas is of
no use,

The celebration to commemao-
rate the Triple Blessed Day of Shakya-
muni Buddha's hirth, enlightenment
and Mahaparinirvana was organized by
the Intermational Buddhist Confed-
eration and the Himalayan Buddhist
Cultural Association. The event was
marked by reverence and piety. Prayers
for National Unity, Harmony and World
Peace wers held at the Holy Buddha
Relic, at the Museum: Many monks,
nuns and lay worshipers gathered to

pray and recall Buddha's teachings

(Left bo-Right) H E-the Kundeli

The Minister added that dur-
ing the reign of Samrat Ashok, several
monks spread out in many countries

The Internalional Buddhist
Confederation (IBC) markid the
Vaisakh-Buddha Purnima
Divas celebrations in New Defl,
Leh-Ladalh, Washington and
Colombo in pursuance of ils
mission of making
Buddhist values a part of global
etgagement,

taking the Buddha's teaching. "In this
respect we are all cornected through
blood, thought and culture. The mes-
sage remains common: be kind In
thought and deed, follow the right ac-
tion and apply in evervone's life.

The event started by lighting of
Lamp and offering of the: Maglacharan
prayers by Ven Monks. The Dhamma
Talk was presented by the Guest of
Honour Hizs Eminence the Kundeling
Taksak Choktrul Rinpoche, Dreépung
Gomang Mgnastery and the Special
Guest was Dr Vinay Sahasrabuddhe,
President, Indian Counecil for Cultural
Belations (ICCR).

His Eminence the Kundeling
Taksak Choktrul Rinpoche, said that
the essence of Buddha's teachings re-
mains as fresh and vital as the fresh-
water from the Himalayan glaciers. It
is important toc preserve, study and
practice his teachings as they are nec-
eszary to heal the contemporary world,
he added. In conclusion, he called upon
all Buddhists around the world to work
towards peace and wellbeing of the en-
tire world, this would be the beast way
to venerate the Buddha on this day of
EBuddha Purnima, he zaid.

Dr Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
said that Buddha is central to India’s
conceptualisation and Bharat and Bud-
dha are inextricably connected. Bud-
dha's teachings and thoughts remain
unique amongst all the Indian spiritual
and philosophieal traditions because of
its interplay between individualism and
collectivism, he added.

Referring to the Buddha as a
great spiritual leader and a philosopher,
he said that the Buddha also showed
the path for a relationship between the

Affairs ang Culture, Smt N
Sahashrabuddhs,

¢ Choldrul Rmooche. Drepung Gomang Maonastary, Minister of Siate for Bdarnal
o, -Chawrman, Indan Du: incii Fos-Cufiural Relabions (10
Director Generad, |BC, My Abhijit Halder 2

CH} S Or Vinay
znd Chairman, Himalzyan Buddhist Cofturaf Azsociabon

Lama Chosphel Zofpa
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Samyak Sambodh

individual and the society. Though the
individual pursued his spiritual path,
he still held obligations towards the
“Sangha’ His path of compassion led to
sefving the most deprived which in most

cases were also the most deserving.
This was the philosophy of both Mahat-
wta Gandhi and Deendayal Upadhyaya. It
led to the setting up of the programme
Antyodaya’ signifying that up to the last

man in society, the poorest of the poor,
services of subsidized food and other
help was carried out. Dr Sahasrabuddhe
added.

Buddha Purnima Day Celebrations at Leh-Ladakh,
Washington and Colombo

L

L gt My

|
A

Over & G00 partcipats at the coforfol Buddha Purnima Cefsbrations, Polo Ground, Lsh-Ladzkh

t the colourful celebration of Bud-

dha Purnima on 5 May, 2023, with
the participation of over 8080, repre-
senfing leading public personalities,
monks, lay citizens and members of
all faiths, IBC in collaboration with the
Ladalkh Buddhist Association (LBA) and
Al Ladakh Gonpa Assicclation (ALGA)
marked the Holy day with great pomp
and show.

The event started with a grand
procession through the Leh city culmi-
nating at the sprawling Leh Polo Ground.
It was led by Shri Thupstan Chhewang,
President, LBA and Ven Acharaya Stan-
zin Wangtale President, ALGA. Stu-
dents from various schools and devotes
marched holding Buddhist scriptures
and Statues behind the tableaux depict-
ing scenes from Buddha's life. The event
concluded with ‘a cultural programme
by the Tamang Community and others
performing mask dances, skits by school
children depicting the life of the Buddha
with the three main significant events in
the Shalkyamuni's life 'on this Holy Vai-
salkh day

The Chief Guest was Brig
[Retd.) B.D Mishra, Lt. Governor of UT

of Ladakh and the Guest of Honour was
H.E Drukpa Thuksey Rinpoche.,

Ven Dr. Dhammapiva, Secre-
tary General, (IBC) presented a special
address on the holy occasion. Other
prominent personalities present during
the event were Ven Bikkhu Sanghasena
Founder-Mahabodhi International Cen-
tre, Leh. Mr. Tashi Gyalson, CEC-LAH-
DC Leh, Ms. Rinchen Lhamo, Member
Minority Commission, Government of
India, Prof. Rajesh Ranjan, Vice Chan-
cellor, CIBS and other leaders from dif-
ferent religious comimunities of Ladakh.

Leh-Ladakh

At the Polo ground the event
commenced with the lighting of lamp
followed by chanting of prayers in hoth
Pali and Nalanda tradition. Shri Thup-
stan Chhewanpg, President, LBA in his
welcoming speech informed about the
life of the Buddha and the significance of
the day.

Brig.[Retd.} B.D Mishra, L. Gov-
ernor of UT of Ladakh appreciated the

grand event arranged by the organis-
ers. Dwelling on the significance of the
Day he disclosed that the philosophy of
the Buddha had always inspired him.
He also informed about the world-re-
nowned Nalanda Library and how it was
destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji in the 12th
century,

In conclusion. while appreciating the
spread of Buddhism in many East Asian
and Asian countries he said the Preser-
vation, Protection and Propagation of
the Buddha's teachings were equally im-
portant,

In his address H.E Drulgpa
Thuksey recalled the kindness and con-
tribution of the past High Lamas and
Kings of Ladakh. He stressed upon re-
lipious harmony among different com-
munities in Ladakh and appealed for a
balance between the spiritnal and ma-
terialistic development. The Rinpoche
strongly called for imparting moral val-
ues and providing education to Ladalhi
children to keep them away from nega-
tive actions, Thiz was followed by fe-
licitation to various individuals and or-
ganisations for their contribution in the

society. LI
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Indran ambessador to the Unided States, Taranjit Singh
Sandhy inaugurates the Buddha Pumnima celebrabons i
Wazhinglon, USA

In continuation of the Vaisakh Day
programmes, Lhe Embassy of [ndia
in Washington D.C. on 3 May 2023 cel-
ebrated Buddha Purnima in association
with the International Buddhist Asso-
ciation of America (IBAA) and the Inter-
national Buddhist Confederation {IBC).
The event was attended by venerable
monks, scholars, and members of the
Indian diaspora.

IBC facilitated in bringing to-
gether Buddhist organizations in the US
with the Indian Embassy in Washington
to celebrate Buddha Purnima at the In-
dian Embassy. The US based Buddhist
organisations associated with IBC par-
ticipated in the event.

BC facilitated an exhibition from India

on 3 May 2023, on the auspicious day
of Buddha Rashmi National Vaisakh Fes-
tival at Seemamalakaya, Gangaramaya
Tempte in Colombo. The special exhibi-
tion relating to the Digital Restoration of
Ajanta Cave Paintings was hosted hy the
Indian High Commission in Sri Lanka.

Colombo

The  Exhibition curated by
Prasad Pawar and presented by the
President of the Prasad Fawar Founda-
tion Mr Ankur Naik displayed digital
recreations of the fresco paintings from
the world-famous UNESCO Heritage Site
Ajanta caves of India. depicting signifi-
cant episodes from Lord Buddha's.life

The Ambassador of India, Mr
Taranjit Singh Sandhu in his remarks
praised Buddhism as ene of the “great-
ect gifts” from India to the world.
Listing out-several initiatives of the In-

dian govern-
ment towards
strengthen-
ing Buddhism
and people-
to-people con-

tacts, he said the development of the
Buddha circuit in India and Nepal. the
rejuvenation of pilgrimage centres like
Sarnath and Kushinagar and assistance
to neighbouring countries in construct-

Monks at the Indian Embassy In Washington, US

Exhibetion on Ajanta Caves in Coiomibo Sri Lankhz

and Jataka tales. Ajanta Caves are Bud-
dhist cave monuments in Maharashtra,
India, dating back to 2nd and 1st centu-
ries B.C,

President Ranil Wickremesinghe,
accompanied by High Commissioner
Gopal Baglay, senior Ministers and oth-
er dignitaries visited the exhibition that
was part of the grand Vaisakh Festival in
Colombo.[

Washington

ing and renovating Buddhist monaster-
ies are all efforts to centre stage Bud-
dhist philosophy.

Other speakerz at the event in-
cluded scholars and office bearers from

the IBAA, who
alzo shared
their insights
on the signifi-
cance of Bud-
dha  Purnima

and the relevance of Buddhism in to-
day's world, Ms. Erika Moritsugu,
Deputy Assistant to President Biden
and the Senior Liaisom Office of the

Chief of Staff United States of America

also participated at the
event. In his message
the DG IBC Abhijit

Halder, thanked the
participants from the
US, representing mem-
bers of the GSangha,
Academicians from vari-
ous Universities and In-
stitutions. “We also want
to thank the Indian Em-
bassy for giving us the
apportunity -to partici-
pate in this sacred Day
of Vaisakh. We: would

lilkke to reiterate that the International
Buddhist Confederation [IBC) is com-
mitted to providing a unified platform
for all Buddhist traditicns and organi-
zations worldwide and to ensure that
the path of Dhamma remains relevant
in society’'s changing landscape,” he
said in conclusion. O

Mr Ankur Naik, President, Pras=d Pawar Fouwndation
ntz pamtings
i the Precident of Sri Lanka. Mr Ramil Wickrsmesinghe
=2 Mir Prasad Pawar, the ariist looks on (Left) in the pres-
encs of Indizn High Commissionsr Gopal Bagiay (Reghtl
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Bhutanese Delegation Visits IBC

=3

9

high-level delegation led by His
minence Khenchen Sangav
Ehandu Tshogi Lopen Rinpoche, rep-
resenting the Central Monastic Body of
Bhutan and accompanied by esteemed
senior monks, visited the International
Buddhist Confederation [IBC) on 15 Oc-
tober 2023, The delegation was warm-
ly received by the Secretary General
of IBC., Venerable Dr. Dhammapiya.
and the Deputy Secretary General Ven
Jangchup Choeden Rinpoche.

In his opening remarks, Secre-
tary General IBC underscored the sig-
nificance of Bhutan as a Buddhist coun-
try, highlighting the pivotal role played
by the Central Monastic Body in the na-
tion's development through the propa-
gation of Buddha Dhamma teachings,

-
— O s ah
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His Eminence Lopen Sangay, in his ad-
dress, conveyed his deep appreciation
to IBC for their tireless efforts in organ-
izing, coordinating, and facilitating the
delegation’s journey to sacred placesin
Ladzkh, He lauded [BC for successfully
orchestrating a spiritnally enriching ex-
perience for the delegation. As a token
of appreciation, His Eminence Lopen
Sangay presented a2 Thangka to Secre-
tary General IBC.
Moreover, His Eminence il-
luminated the spiritual bond between
Bhutan and India. Beyond the realm of
diplomatic relations, he emphasized the
profound spiritual connection shared
by the two nations. He described Bhu-
tan as a land steeped in spirituality,
with India being the wellspring of this

| : adl . -*'":'

spiritual wisdom. often referred to as
the Arya land, He acknowledged that
spiritual teachings had reached Bhutan
in the 7th century from two distinct
sources - India and Tibet. Hizs Eminence
Lopen Sangay commended IBC for its
instrumental role in disseminating the
teachings of Lord Buddha globally and
uniting the Buddhist Sangha under one
harmonious umbrella, He earnestly
urged [BC to persist in their commend-
able work a request made on behalf of
the Central Monastic Body.

In a closing gesture of appre-
ciation, the Deputy Secretary General
of IBC presented a memorable token
to the delegation, expressing heartfelt
gratitude for their visitto IBC. O

20th Parinirvana Divas Anniversary of the 19th Kushok Bakula Rinpoche

large delesation of Monks from
different fraditions, including
representatives of the Japanese Mon-
astery from Sarnath {Uttar Pradesh,
[ndia) on 4 November 2023 marked
the 20th Parinirvana Divas .anni-
versary of the 19th Kushok Bakula
Rinpoche at the World Buddhist Cen-
tre, New Delhi
On the occasion, Mr, Sonam
Wangchuk, Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of Asian Buddhist Conference
for Peace (ABCF), briefed the pgath-
ering .on the life, achievements and
contributions of the 19th Kushok Ba-
kula Rinpache, who was aiso Indias
Ambassador to Mongolia from 1990-
20040,

0=

It was Rinpoche’s contribution to the
revival of Buddha Dhamma in Mongolia as an
Indian diplomat following the collapse of the
Soviet Union that brought him into global lime-
light. iIn 1993 Rinpoche managed to bring the
holy Buddha Relics to Mongolia.

Rinpoche’s ténure ‘hosted in his resi-
dence mot just diplomats but a long line of

devotees from the Mongeclian coun-
tryside seeking his teachingss -and
blessings on a near daily-basis,

He is referred to as Ambas-
sador Teacher ‘Elchin Bagsh' by the
people of Mongeolia and has left a
great legacy in Mongolia.

He highlighted Ven Kushok
Bakula Rinpoche’s contribution to
the security of Ladakh in the past
and also his tremendous gift to the
people of Mongolia by preaching to
them the valued teaching of the Bud-
dha,

Ven Acharya Lobsang
Shastri, former Speaker of the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administration (CTA)
mentioned there was a need for

IBC Newsletter



IBC's 11" Anniversary...

Celebrations with
Ven Lama Lobzang

s -a mark of respect and ac-
knowledgement of Ven Lama
Lobzang's contribution to the crea-

English Edition of ‘Gaya
Buddhism- Unlatching
The Gate’

he Emmbaszsy of India, Seoul hosted a
special eventon 22 September 2023
to launch the English edition of the book
titled ‘Gaya Buddhism, Unlatching the
Gate' by Ven Domyeong, Chief Monk of
Yeo Yeo Jung Temple. Ven Domyeong,
is 3 well-known Korean scholar of Bud-
dhism. He iz also the Chairman of the
Gaya Caltural Promotion Foundation in
Gimhae city
Ven Domyeong’s book is an in-
valuable zource that stands testimony
to the deep civilizational linls between

more proactive awareness building
among people on the life and contribu-
tion of Ven Kushok Balmla Rinpoche.
He suggesied that a library should be
set up in Ladakh where the life and
work of Ven Kushok Bakula Rinpoche
should be collated for public reading,

In his keynote address DG IBC
Abhijit Halder. remembered hiz per-
sonal mesting with Ven Kushol Bakula
Rinpoche in Ulaanbataar in 1990 when
he had travelled there from Moscow. He
alzo briefed the gathering about the ex-
position'of the Holy Relic of the Buddha
in Mongolia, which was carried hy the
20th Kushok Balula Rinpoche in June
2022

The event ended with prayers
by monks of the Mahayana and Thera-
vada traditions begides the [apancsse
monks, [1

tion and sustenance of [BC by involy-
ing -eminent Buddhist patriarchs, re-
nowned Buddhist practitioners and
distinguished scheolars representing
the Buddhist world, IBC felicitated the
Venerable on the 11® anniversary.
Thus;, as a mark of gratitude,
team IBC on the 11® Anniversary of the
World Body, visited the Asocka Mission
nestled in the forests surrounding New
Delhi which is a Buddhist prayer area
andtheresidence of Ven Lama Lobzang,
The Ascka Mission is doing
exceptional work by facilitating large
numbers of critical patients from
Ladakh, including cancer patients to
undergo treatment at All India Institute
of Medical Sciences [AIIMS) in New Del-

ancient India and Korea. The Gaya Cul-
ture Promotion Foundation and the
International Buddhist Confedera-
tion (IBC) supported in bringing out
the English edition.

The event featured a lecture
by Ven Domyeong about his book and

LR T .

The 20th Kushok
Bakula Rinpoche at
IBC Office.

he IBC hosted the 20th Kushok
Bakula Rinpoche at its headquar-

= ters on 20th September 2023. He wasz

Team |BC with Ven Lama Lobeang

hi. It al=so, under the leadership of Ven-
regular
medical camps and other treatments in
remote regions of the Ladalth [UT) with
doctors and specialists from AIIMS. [

S2% : : i
erable Lobzang is organising

research. The book provides a fascinat-
ing scholarly account of the travel of
Buddhism from India to Korea through
the maritime route along with Princess
Suriratna of Ayvodhya, who arrived in
Koreain 48 AD.

Princess Suriratha married
Hing Kim-Suro of the Gaya Kingdom
and pecamea Queen Heo Hwang-ok. The
Indian princess and her brother Monk
Jangyu brought a Buddhist pagoda
along with them, which is currently
placed adjacent to the tomb of Queen
Heo in Gimhae.

The event was attended by
Hon'ble Member of ROK National As-
sembly Min Hong-chul, Ambassador
of India Amit Kumar, senior Buddhist
monks and scholars from Koreaz and
India, Ambaszador Kumar noted that
the Englizh edition of the book will im-
mensely benefit many more historians
and students, and help advance ourun-
derstanding of that important period.

Director General IBC Abhijit
Halder in his video message said that
[BC has remained at the forefront and
will continue to support the centuries-
old cuftural and historical connection
with Buddha Dhamma. [

received by SG, Ven Dr. Dhammapiya
and DG IBC Abhijit Halder. This visit
not only marked a harmonious conver-
gence of wisdom and devotion but also
underscored IBC's enduring commit
ment to promaoting Buddha Dhamma
worldwide, [0
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Venerables from around the globe join
His Holiness The Dalai Lama at
International Sangha Forum

His Holingss tive Dalai Lama. Chisl Minister Arunachal Pragesh Shn Pema Khandu, Ven Ru-Jing, Abbot of Blizs and

vong, Chief Abbot of e Royal Trai Mor

natona! Boddhist Confed

Wezdom Monaste Com
astery, Bocdhpaya, Bihar Preah Iddhimuoni Moeng Sang, President of the Cambodian Budaiast M
Lofsang Ehodak. Head Lama of Buddhism of Kalmyk, Republic of Kalmyléa, Rossia, Most Ven Dr Warzkepoda &
Azginyz Chapterof Siyam Mzha Mikaye, 50 Lanka, Mr Abhiit Halder Deector Generl

iy, Tawan, Phirz Dhambodhi-
c Sociely - USA, Bhadjin Lama, Gazhe
rathana Mahanayake Thero, The Mzhanayzke Them of
tiom, {IGC) New Delhi, Ven Khengor Jangchup Cheeten

Secretary Generad, Internstionai Buddiiet Confedertion, (BBE), Mew Delhi amongst oihers; at the Intermatonal Sengha Forum, Bodh Gaya, India.

is Holiness the Dalai Lama in his
Haddr&ss as the Chief Guest at the
First International Sangha Forum
{ISF} in Bodhgaya, Bihar spoke about
instilling compassion in everyone, re-
gardless of their beliefs and practices
for which he indicated that “we must
follow the practices of Bodhizativa for
world peace and ourselves”
Inaugurating the first ISF that
was organized by IBC, in collaboration
with the Office of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama and the Tibetan Buddhist
Centre. along with 23 co-organizers
frore 20-22 December 2023, Hiz Holi-

ness shared his practices of Bodhisattva

His Holmeze the Dalzr Eama addressing the congregation gathiered at thie Mahabodhi Temple fo jo

that had deeply-benefitted him. Keep-
ing the competitive and harsh world in
mind; His Holiness emphasised practic-
ing the concept of "Bodhichitta — the
mind of enlightenment™ — a precious
practice that works on inner strength,
which would subside feelings of anger,
hatred, and jealousy

During the inauguration ses-
sion, the event witneszed the presence
of practitioners of the Pali tradition of
Southeast and South Asian countries;
including India; Thailand, Myanmar
Cambodia, Laos; 5ri Lanka, Bangladesh,
and Indonesia, as well as thoze of the
Sanskrit tradition.

International
Sangha Forum

“Bridging Traditions,
Embracing Modernity”

in-in prayers Jor warld peace in-Bodhgeya
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The session began with a group
of Theravada Tradition myonks reciting
the 'Karaniya Metta Sutta™'The Bud-
dha's words on loving-kindness'—in
Pali, which was followed by a group
of monks from the Sanskrit University
in Varanasi who chanted the Mangala
Sutra—the Sutra of Auspiciousness—in
Sanzkrit,

Secretary Generzl, 1BE. Ven Khenzar fangehup
Cheeden Rinpoche

Subseguently. Secretary Gen-
eral IBC, Ven Khensur Jangchup
Choeden, offered the Vote of Thanks
He paid homage to the Holy Sangha led
by the great 14th Dalai Lama and ex-
pressed his gratitude to all the speaks
ers, dignitaries, and devotees:

He wished the event every suc-
cess and said that he wonld himself be
participating in the discussions on Vi-
nayaand will be interacting with-across
section of Dhamma practitioners from
aeross the: globe who are participating
in the Conference.

He also interacted with the me-
dia explaining to them the essence &
value of Dhamma.

The Director General
IBC Mr. Abhijit Halder delivered the
Eeynote address, where he expressed
hiz fatth on the meaningful impact of
this conference. At a time when conflict
has broken out in several parts of the
world, ke said "the primary focus of the
Dhamma is to develop compassion and
wisdom; The Buddha Dhamma iz part
af the world’s culture, which teaches
us how-to live-in peace with prosper-

ity-and compassion.” He highlighted the
need to shift our attention to what will
make human beings more compassion-
ate and peaceful.

Mr. Halder alsa drew the at-
tention of the gathering to the specific
mention by Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi on the need for us
humans to pay more attention to the
health of the environment at the recent-
Iy held World Climate Action Summitin
Dubai.

He Quoted. what His Holiness
The Dalai Lama had =zaid at the Rio
Earth Summitin 1992;

“I believe that to meet the chal-
lenge of our times, human beings will
have to develop a greater sense of uni-
versal responsibility: Each of us must
learn to work not just for his or herself,
family or nation, but for the benefit of
all mankind. Universal responsibility
is the real key to human survival, It is
the best foundation for world peace, the
equitable use of natural resources and,

!

Abhijit Haider

through conicern for the future genera-
tions, the proper care of the environ-
ment.”

Venerable Heads of Sanghas
from different parts of the world alsa
spoke about the core values of Dhamma
and its applicability in today's world,
Representatives from Russia, Mongolia,
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Thailand,
Singapore, Laos, Myanmar, Indonesia,
Malaysia. Cambodia. Nepal, Japan, Ko-
rea, and Mexico were among those who
addressed the gathering. [

IBC

Mest Venarable Arvawangsn
Buddhapojhanghunehai Forest Maonastery

Thaitand

&
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Park, Director, Buddhist Culfure Research | -*:L.T...
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Significance of Buddhist Pilgrimage for

Young Scholars

Wir 5K Mishea, {Centre; Chasrman of the Indian Trust for Rusal Heritage and Development (ITRAD) iraugurat-
ing the conference, Mr. G K.G Sarsin Godskanda. (Exirame Left) Minister CoonseBorfrom the Sn Lankan High
Commission

he International Conference of

Young Buddhist Scholars on ‘Signifi-
cance of Buddhist Pilgrimage’ brought
together young academicians and re-
searchers who discussed diverse di-
mensions of Buddhist Pilgrimage as
seen by the youth today.

The Conference held in New
Delhi, on 1 August, 2023 was organised
by the International Buddhist Confad-
eration [IBC), with support of the Min-
istry of Culture.

The primary objective of the
conference was to create a vibrant plat-
form for young researchers to share
their insights, engage in scholarly pur-
suit. further engage with the eight-Bud-
dhist sites in India, and carry out re-
search on other sites here and overseas.
The conference witnessed an impres-
sive attendance of more than 70 young
scholars of different nationalities repre-
senting various Buddhist institutions.

Arademicians and researchers
from around the world explored the
profound dimensions of Buddhist Pil-
grimage and shared their valuable in-
sights, Said a scholar, "taking pilzrimage
to holy sites has two aspects. The first
one is physical and the otheris mental.
According to the Buddha the mental as-
pect is an act of devotion and faith. By
visiting these holy places and looking
upon them with feelings of reverence
and showing veneration, one is able to
purify one's thought, speech and ac-
tion.”

Mr Jigmet Olden, researcher

and scholar from Delhi University,

speaking on ‘historical Buddhist pil-
grimage sites of Guru Padmasambhava
in Ladakh said, "Pilgrimage is an essen-
tial part of Buddhism because it pra-
vides an opportunity for Buddhists to
deepen their spiritual practise. connect
with their faith, and cultivate mindful-
ness and compassion. It is also seen
2z a way to purify negative karma and
gain merit or positive spiritual energy
towards their path to eventual enlight-
enment.'

He futher said that "Since time
immernorial, Buddhists have tradition-
ally performed an annual pilzrimage to
the maost significant Buddhist holy sites.
These holy sites are revered as places of
power and the physical manifestation
of the Buddha's teachings. By visiting
these places, they believe they can ah-
sorb thiz spirttnal energy and connect
maore deeply with the teachings of the
Buddha.

Among the many Buddhist
pilgrimage sites, those associated with
Guru Rinpoche (Padmazambhava) car-
rv 2 unigue significance”

The Chief Guest was Mr 5.K.
Mishra, Chairman of the Indian Trust
for Rural Heritage and Development

(ITRHD). & keynote speech was delbv-
ered by Prof Kuldeep Chand Agnihotri
Vice Chairman of Sahitya and Sanskri-
ti Akademi., Haryana who provided
thoughtful insights into the importance
of Buddhist pilerimage and its impact
on cultural heritage.

Mr. G.K.G 5arath Godakanda,
Minister Counsellor from the 5ri Lan-
kan High Commission. New Delhi as
the Guest of Honour spoke on the siz-
nificance of the conference and its rel-
evance to the global Buddhist commu-
nity.

In a special preszentation Dr
Ajmal Shah, Sr Assistant Professor
of Archaeology, University of Kashmir
spoke about the many excavations he
had participated in. such as Farmana,
Hakhigarhi in Harvana and Junnar in
Maharashira. He had been the director
of the excavations at Ahan, 2 Kuashan
site on the sub-section of the ancient
Silk Foute in Kashmir Valley. He had
also co-directed two'international pro-
jects entitled "Archaeclogical Studies of
migration routes from Central Asia to
Kashmir"”,

Other distinguished dignitar-
ies present at the event included Mrs.
Tin Tin Htwe Win, Minister Counsellor
(DCM) of the Embassy of the Repuhblic
of the Union of Myanmar and Mr. Keo
Sengdavong. Deputy Chief of Mission
of the Embassy of Laos.

The event generated an over-
whelming response from young Bud-
dhist scholars who seldom have a
chance to ‘be centre stage, that the
DG IBC Abhijit Halder szeing the mao-
tivation and enthusiasm, said the IBC
will be continuing with these confer-
ences on many similar topics, engaging
with the young scholars, in the coming
months. [

“Boodhist Pignmage and Coftural L nkages™- the fourth tachnical session
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7th Kyabje Ling
Rinpoche in Russia

On iz wisit fo Rassia He Eminence 7ih Kyvzbje Ling
Rmpoche preganted mamento from 180 ks Khambo
Lama Damba Ayushdeay, Head of the Buddhist
Traditional Sangihs of Russis

Rinpﬂch e's visit-to Russia in July
2023 was significant in deepening
the spiritual bond between Indian and
Russian Buddhist, as well as its impor-
tance for the global Buddhist communi-
ties,

The wisit, at the invitation of
Ehambo Lama Damba Ayushdeev,
included blessings, discussions, and a
consecration ceremony at the Aginsky
Datsan,

An exhibition on ancient Bud-
dhist thangkas from Buryatia was held
at the Indian Embassy.[]

Blessings for the
Future of IBC

Up{m the election, the
Secretary General, IBC Shartse
Ehensur Jangchup Choeden
Rinpoche accomipanied by the
Deputy Secretary General
Ven Geshe Chosphel Zotpa
and the Director General
IEC Abhijit Halder had an
audisnce with
His Holiness the Dalai Lama
toseck blessingsfora
successiul beginning of their
term and a prosperous
future of the
International Buddhist

Confederation.[]

Buddha Dhamma in
the Land of Origin

nternational Buddhist Confederation

(IBC). in collaboration with Light Of
Buddhadharma Foundation Interna-
tional {LEDFI] Executive Director M=
Wangmo Dixey, organized a symposi-
um on the "Revival of Buddha Dhamma
inthe Land of Origin® at National Muse-
um, New Delhi on 16 November. 2023,
This symposium marksd the beginning
of 2 major chanting event at Bodh Gaya
from 2-12 December 2023, which wit-
nessed the participation of over 53,000
monks and nuns from many countries,
including participants from India, The
18th International Tipitaka Chanting
Programme in Bodhgaya brought ta-
gether monks from a number of Bud-
dhist nations who converged in Bodh
Gaya for this special event.[]

Prayers at the opening of the eventin
New Delhi

T}EE 1BC hosted a distingnished del-
egation from 11 countries on 31st
October, 2023 at the office. The del-
egates were in India for the Buddha
Bhoomi Vandan Yatra from 25 October
ta 03 November 2023 supported by

Indian Council for Cultural Relations
[ICCR].

They were received by Dep-
uty Secretary-General. IBC Jangchup
Choeden Rinpoche and the Director-
General. IBC Abhijit Halder. Special in-

vitees, Mr. Koji Sato. Director General,
The Japan Foundation and Ven ¥, Seel-
awansa Thero, Bhiklm-in-Charge, Ma-
habodhi Temple, New Delhi also graced
the occasion.[]
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International Buddhist Forum (IBF) in Russia

he first of its kind. the International

Buddhist Forum (IBF] was ‘held in

Ulan-Ude; Buryatia, Bussia from 17- 19,
Aupgust 2023,

The objective of the Forum was

to draw attention to the understand-

ing of Buddhist culture,
philosophy, and practice
under conditions of mo-
dernity; to strengthen
international ties among
Buddhists; and to give
new impetus to scholarly.
academic; and cultural
cooperation among Bud-
dhist organisations from
different countries.
Organised by
the Buddhist Traditional
Sangha of Russia, the Gov-

ernment of Buryatia, and the Fund for
the Promotion of Buddhist Education
and Research. this event welcomed ap-
proximately 400 delegafes, incinding
80 from 14 countries. Greeting mes-
zages sent from President Vladimir
Putin, Prime Minister Mikhail Mishus-
tin, Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergei
Lavrov, and Chairman of the Federation
Council Valentina Matvienko
read during the opening ceremony, un-
derscoring the significance of this inter-
national gathering.

The delegation from the
International Buddhist Confederation
to IBF was led by senior monk and re-
cipient of the prestigious Padma Shri

WEre

Ven Guru Ttk Rinpoche (cent

ward, Vem Guru Tulku Rinpoche,
While addressing the august gathering
at the opening session on the second
dav he said “The Buddha's message of
compassion, non-violence, and inner
peace remains as vital today as it was

1) witiBuda Baizhaiv

Dafzsn Gunzechoine Buddhist Tampie in 51 Pelersurg

when he first imparted it over two mil-
lennia ago. [n 3 world marred by tur-
moil, conflict, and the clamour of mo-
dernity. the resonance of the Buddha's
peace message grows strongern In this
spirit of universal harmony, we gather
to engage in insightful discourse, fos-
ter connections, and envision a world
where the essence of the Buddhist
principles guides ocur individual and
callective paths”,

On the sidelines of the IBF, Ven
Guru Tullku Rinpoche had the privilege
of meeting with distinguished Bud-
dhist leaders. further strengthening
the bonds within the giobal Buddhist
commmunity, Among these luminaries

fich Badmayev (Aght). Head Priest of

were the XXIV Pandito Khabo Lama of
the Buddhist Traditional Sangha of Rus-
sia, Damba Ayusheev of the Ivolginsky
Datsan, Gelek Natsyk Dorju. The Ninth
Hamby Lama of Tuva, Legtsok Lama.
Head Lama of the Aninsky Datsan, and
Buda Balzheivich Bad-
mayev, Head Priest of
Datzan Gunzechoinei Bud-
dhist Temple in 5t. Peters-
burg, These interactions
fostered unity and shared
purpose among lead-
ers who are custodians
of Buddhist traditions in
their respective regions.
Guru Tulkn
Rinpoche paid a wvisit to
the Moscow Buddhist So-
ciety in Moscow and he

was invited to give a teaching on Bud-
dhist philosophy by the president of the
Society Dolma Shakdarowa. The teach-
ing was attended by 20-25 people and
it lasted for two hours.

He alzo visited the Myanmar
Pagoda at Emomir The Forum was
an attempt to bridge the gap bebween
traditional Buddhist values and the
complex challenges of the modern era,
bringing together diverse representa-
tives from around the world, fostering
meaningful interactions, and generat-
ing tangible outcomes in the form of
resolutions and collaborative initia-
tives. [

Al the inauguration of the Intermational Buddhizt Forum, Ukan-Ude, Repebiic of Buryaliz, Russia
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ing representatives from leading

of Buddhizm in modern day life.

he event mariang Asadha Purnima was
organized at the Indian Embassy premis-
eson July 3, 2023, Nearly 120 people, includ-

orders and temples, participated enthusias-
tically. The event included speeches by two
eminent scholars who spoke about relevance

In addition; videos on the 'Path of
Compassion’ and the 10th anniversary of IBC
wers also played, to acclaim by the sudience.

Buddhist

he event at the Indian Embazsy

The Ambassador Sibi George spoke of the relevance & importance of Buddha's teachings. waz marked by Minister of Culture

Vietnam

elebrated together at Yen Phu pagoda in Hanoi with

Vietnam Buddhist Sangha led by Standing Vice
President of the Executive Council Most Venerable
Thich Thanh Nhieun prayers with by all. Standing Vies
Chairman of the Executive Council, lad by the Vietnam
Buddhist Sangha, and the Hanol Vietnam - India Friend-
ship As=ociation [HAVIFA), chanted pravers at the event
along with all gathered among the prominent people.

of Nepal Sushila Sirpali Thakuri who
cpoke en the shared Buddhist herit-
age between Indiz and Nepzl The Ven
Khenpo Chimed, Secretary of IBC in
Nepal mendoned that Buddha's teach-
ings aid in bringing harmony and world
peacs

Russia In’d'ian embassy in Russia in the august presence

s

vy mr

- R ———— T ¥
i aadp

of Ambassadoer Pavan Kapoor organised Asadha
Purnima celebrations at the Embassy marking the first
sermon of Lord Buddha. The ambassador highlighted
the shared Buddhist heritage between Indiz and Rus-
sia and the need to strengthen these bonds,

The gathering of monks amidst chanting cre-
ated a somber atmosphere with 2 significant presence
of Russians from different background in Russia. Sever-
al representatives of Buddhist commumnities attended

[NICC, Embassy of Indiz in Jakarta,

the svent.

Cambodia

Imiis.n Embassy in Combodia, Phmom Penh, in presence
of HE. Ms, Devyani Khobragade, Ambassador of India
to Cambodii Ven Choun Savoeurn, Vice Reactor Prezh
Sthanouk Raja Buddhist University and Dr. Ven Dith Virak
Assistant Secretary of Siate and Dean, Preah Sihanouk Raja
Buddhist University, inaugurated the event by lishting the
lamp and paying floral obeisance to Lord Buddhaz.

Mongolia

ommemorating 1st ever ser-

mon by Lord Buddha was cel-
ebrated in presence of Khamba
Nomun Khan, Ambassador MP
Singh & gathering of lamaz in Gan-
dan Monastery.

Bhutan

he Indian Embassy jointly with the Central Monas-

tic Body of Bhutan on July 04, 2023, The event was
presided over by the second highest spirituzl leader of
Ehutan, His Eminence Dorji Lopen. Apart from the
Ambaszsador, India based officers/officizls and local
staffy prominent miembers of Indian community par-
ticipated in the function.

The planning and formating for the events wasz coordinated by the International Buddhist Confederation
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roundbreaking Ceremony of In-

dia International Centre for Bud-
dhist Culture and Heritage (IICBCH)
was held on Augnst 6th, 2023, This
auspicious event took place in the sa-
cred land of Lumbini, Nepal. Despite
encountering various challenges during
the preparation, including unfavora-
ble weather conditions, the ceremony
emerged as-a remarkable success,

The Bhoomi Pooja transpired
flawlessly with-participation of a distin-
guished gathering of 250 plus dignitar-
ies from 10 countries. Among these es-
teemed guests, over 120 revered Monks
from 32 monasteries/temples/centers
were present from the Lumbini Monas-
tic Zone.

Other esteemed figures pre-
sent at the ceremony were. Former
State Minister of Law and Justice, For-
mer Member of Parliament. Mayor of
Lumbini and Bhairawa. Deputy Mayor
of Lumbini, 5P Police, 5P Police Armed
Force, D5SP Police. DSP Police Armed
Force, Chief Custom officer, Bhairawa,
Board Memhers and officials of LDT.
among others,

Secretary General, 1BE, Ven Dr. Dhammapya (centzr)
Executive Memier of IBC, Van Thuptan
Jikdot fi=ft), and MostVen Maitr Bhikikhu
Wzhathera Chief Abbot of Anandaketi Vinara Trust
Swoyzmbhy, Kathmando, Nepzlparticipatsin the
proandbreaking ceremany
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Progress on the India International
Centre for Buddhist Culture and
Heritage (IICBCH), Lumbini, Nepal

Conzfrociion of indiz Internationz] Sentre for Buddhist Cufture and Haritage (IGBCH)
in progrese ab Monastic site, Lumbini, Nepal

he construction of the IICBCH pro-

ject has been proceeding smoothly
after some hindrance due to the mon-
soons. The project was held up briefly
because of heavy rains during the mon-
soon season which had flooded the dug-
up portions of the land.

An onsite office has been setup
for monitoring the daily progress.

As-part of the construction. the
first step inveolved excavation of the site
upto alevel of 3.8 meters which was fol-
lowed by boulder soling: (boulder/FCC
sandwich soling). This was followed by
raft casting which has been completed
as per schedule,

At present. work iz going on
to fill the columns along with the exca-
vated area with the earth, There is con-
stant day- to- day interaction between
the specialists on- ground and Team
Lumbini based at IBC headguarters in
New Delhi, Complex issues are often
sorted out through mutwal negotiation
and discussions among all the parties
involved, including experts from the
IBLC.

Team IBC has planned and sug-
gested to the contractor toensure stock

piling of building materials such as ce-
ment, steel, ageregates stc, considering
the fact that Nepal is prone to shortages
of building materials and items which
could be 3 result of some turbulence in
the market.

All building items have gone
through guality test from reputed labo-
ratories in India and Nepal Recentiy a
batching plant has also been installed
at the site, which may increase the =f-
ficiency and output of construction at
the site.

To monitor and supervise the
construction activities at the site, the
Project Management Consultant [PMC)
has stationed a team of four experts
at the site, The IBC intends sending a
high-{evel team to visit the site and ex-
amine the situation on ground.

To ensure that all formalities
as required by the Lumbini Develop-
ment Trust and other officials of Nepal
on ground; for smooth functioning IBC
is regularly interacting with them, IBC
is also coordinating with the: Indian
Embassy in Kathmandu for monitoring
the project. [




10th Anniversary of The Buddha Valley
Dhamma Walk

Sever&] thousands, including monks;
nuns -and laity participated in the
International - Buddha Valley Dhamma
Walk that marked its 10th Anniversary
thiz year.

The walk held in collaboration
with the Nava Nalanda Mahavihara Na-
landa, the International Buddhist Con-
federation (IBC). New Delhi and Light
of Buddha Dhamma Foundation Inter-
national (LEDFI). USA achieved a meo-
mentous milestone by hosting the 10th
Anniversary of the Jethian-Veluvana
Dhamma Walk on December 13, 2023,

The 155 km walk along the
Jethian ftrail saw representatives of
more than 13 countries take this spir-
itual pilgrimage.

The event witnessed the en-
thusiastic participation of 200 monks
and 150 nuns, walking
in unison to retrace the
gteps that hold profound
significance in Buddhist
teachings.

Beyond being a
symbolic pilgrimage, the
walk fostered a sensze of
community and shared
purpose among partici-
pants. This endeavour not
only honoured the rich
Buddhist heritage but
alse highlighted the im-
portance of collective efforts in presery-
ing and promoting the spiritual essence
of the Buddha Valley.

Itis one ofthe important events
of the Buddhist Calendar in India, the
Cetiya Carika [a walking pilgrimage). As
mentioned in the Buddhist lterature,
the Buddha on his maiden visit to Ra-
jagrha after his Enlishtenment was re-
ceived by Bimbisara. the King of Magad-
ha at Supatitha Cetiya,

Both of them along with hun-
dreds citizens of Magadha then walked
thiz path through the beautiful valley
of Rajagriha where King Bimbisara of
fared the Venuvana [Bamhboo Grove)
to the Buddha and the Sangha. around
2,500 years ago.

The ‘Buddha- Path® has been
traced out based on the travelogues of
Chinese Monk - Scholar Xuanzang in
the seventh century AD.

The description of Jethia- Raj-
gir valley and its association with Bud-
dha has also been supported by British
archaeologist Alexander Cunning-
ham who identified the site in the yvear
1871.

Jethian in ancient times was
called Latthivana (Yasthivana). mean-
ing Bamboo Forest. Jethian village is
surrounded by Dhamma Walk- ‘the
spiritual pilgrimage hills" from three
sides and thisserene valley have a very
deep connect with the Buddha. the
Dhamma and the Sangha.

In the &th century BCE. Sid-
dhartha the prince of Kapilavastu, set

out to find the truth related to the phe-
nomenon of life. In search of the truth,
Siddhartha passed through Vaisali to
Rajgriha [Rajgir). By word of mouth
the mews of his presence in the area
reached King Bimbisara. The King
was very impressed with Siddhartha's
stately presence and his calm and com-
posed manner

Bimbizara did everything in
his power to keep Siddhartha in his
state, even offered half his kingdom,
but Siddhartha eloguently declined
each offer explaining that these were
the very things that he wanted to break
free from in‘his search for a cure from
the miseries of life. Before leaving Ba-
jgriha in zearch of the truth, Bodhisat

tava Siddhartha promised King Bimb-
isara to share his experience once he
attained enlightenment.

Later, after his enlightenment.
keeping his promise the Buddha, along
with the Sangha, left Gayasisa (Brah-
mayoni) for Rajgriha. Walking 25 miles
north-east along the hills they reached
a beautiful bamboo forest, Latthivana
(Latthivanuyyana, Tasthivana. Jethian],
surrcunded by hills on three sides.

Chinese monk-scholar Xuan-
zang (Hieun Tsang) mentioned aninter-
esting legend where a lay person made
a failed attempt to measure the height
of the Buddha with a bambeo stick (lat-
thi). he then threw the bamboo on the
ground. His bambaoo took roots, and the
place became Yasthivana (Bamboo For-
est]. In the heart of Bamboo Forest was
Supatittha Cetiva (Suprat-
ishtha Chatiya), and thisis
where the Buddha stayed
during his maiden jour-
ney to Rajagriha after his
enlightenrent.

King Bimbisara
was very happy to see
Siddhartha apgain, who
now was the Buddha. He
approached the Buddha
and paid his respects. The
Biuddha found the assem-
bly eager to absorb his
words of wisdom and offered insights,
such as, saying that ego or s&lf is noth-
ing but a deception. The life that exists
is nothing but fransitory and dwelling
in desires of the senzes is the cause for
all suffering. He explained that once a
human being let go of the self and real-
ized the transitoriness of all that exists.
that person would be on the path that
ensures happiness,

The following dav, Buddha and
the Sangha, escorted by King Bimbisara
and myriads of people from Rajgriha
then took this route through Jethian-
Rajgir Valley to reach Rajgriha, where
the King Bimbisara offered the Buddhka
and the Sangha hiz favourite pleasure
garden. the Veluvana {Bamboo Grove).
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Jethian- Veluvana Valley
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In the Footsteps of the Buddha

he Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, Nalan-
da, Bihar, in Collaboration with Inter-
national Buddhist Confederation [IBC).
New Delhi and Light of Buddha Dhamma
Foundation Imternational(LEDFI), USA
achieved 2 momentous milestone: by
hosting the 10th Anniversary of the Jethi-
an- Veluvana Dhamma Walk on December

13,2023,
This collaborative effort aimed

he International Buddhist Confed-

eration {IEC‘J 15 3 Buddhist umbrella
body that serves asz-a commpon platform
for Buddhiztzs worldwide It currently has
z membership comprizing more than 300
organizations, both monastic and lay, in 30
coutttries.

Headquartersd in New Dethi, the
IBC 15 the ovtcome of the historic Global
Buddhist Congregation held 1n November
2011 in New Delhi, wherein 900 delegates
from all over the world, representing the
enttre Buddhist world, reszolved to form
an umbrella Buddhizt world body based

at revitalizing the Buddha WVilley
through a 135 km spiritual journey
along the sacred Buddha trail in Jethi-
an Village,

The event witnessed the en-
thustastic participation of approx-
mately: 200 monks and 150 nuns,
donned in traditional robes, walking
in unison to retrace the steps that
hold profound significance in Bud-

dhist teachings.

Beyond being a symbolic pil-
grimage, the walk fostered 3 sense of
community and shared purposs among
participants:

This endeavour not only hon-
oured the rich Buddhist heritage but alzo
highlighted the importance of collective
efforts in preserving and promoting the
spiritual essence of the Buddha Valley. [

i India the land of Buddha's enlightened
awakening and origing of Buddha dharma.

The leadership of the IBC com-
prizes the supreme religious Buoddhist
hierarchy of all traditions and countries

as Patrond and members of onr Supreme
Dhanyma Council.

As per itz. motio, “Collective
Wisdoni, United Voice”, the IBC provides
a common platform to all followers of the
Buddha Dharma worldwide to address is-
sues that are of both Buddhizt and global
COMCeIns.

Mission

To gather the collective wisdom of
Buddhists around the world to speak
with a united Buddhist voice; to
make Buddhist values part of global
engagement while working to pre-
serve and promote Buddhist heri-
tage, traditions and practices,
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