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His Holiness Dalai Lama being greeted by dignitaries attending the Global Buddhist Summit upon his amrival. Credit: L
Kooi Fong

Modi and Dalai Lama Helm Global Buddhist Summit
Promoting Peace

By Lim Kooi Fong

This article is the 52nd in a series of joint productions of Lotus News Features and IDN-
InDepthNews, the flagship agency of the Non-profit Internati (http:/fwww.international-press-
syndicate.org/)onal P (http:.//www.international-press-syndicate.orgf)ress Syndicate
(http://www.international-press-syndicate.orgl). Click here (findex php/sustainability/peace-
Justice/5842-ageing-dalai-lama-atiracts-huge-crowds-to-buddhist-sacred-site) for previous reports.

NEW DELHI, 23 April 2023 (IDN | Buddhist Channel | Buddhistdoor) — A major Buddhist gathering
in the Indian capital held on 20 and 21 April designed to emphasise human solidarity and global
peace was helmed with major speeches by the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Tibetan
Buddhist spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

The two-day Global Buddhist Summit organised by the Delhi-based International Buddhist
Confederation (IBC) was themed “"Responses to Contemporary Challenges: Philosophy to Praxis."
Attended by over 500 delegates from India and overseas, it had panel| discussions and workshops
that explored how the Buddha Dhamma's (teaching's) fundamental values can provide inspiration
and guidance in contemporary settings.

When he walked into the hall, PM Modi—a Hindu—paid homage to the Buddha by offering flowers
to a statue of Gaulama Buddha before taking his seal alongside |IBC Secretary General Venerable
Dr Dhammapiya, Union Minister for Culture Kishan Reddy and Union Minister for Law and Justice



Kiren Rijiju.

< Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Mod! addressing
the Global Buddhist Summit

in Wew Delhi. Credit: Lim
Kooi Fong

In & keynote speech which
was delivered off the cuff,
Modi showed his
dedication and keenness
in sharing India's ongoing
efforts towards preserving
Buddhist heritage sites in
the country and establishing centres of Buddhist leaming and research. He also emphasized the
importance of promoting values such as compassion, non-violence, and peaceful co-existence,
which are at the core of Buddhism, to address global challenges and create a better world for future
generations.

He said, "The noble teachings of Gautam(a) Buddha have impacted countless people over
centuries”, and inspired by these teachings “India is taking new initiatives for global welfare”.

The Prime Minister credited the teachings of the Buddha for the inherent empathy in India with
regard to humanitarian issues. He mentioned peace missions and India's whole-hearted efforts in
rescue work for disasters like the recent earthquake in Tirkiye. Platforms like IBC, he continued, are
giving the opportunity to like-minded and like-hearted countries to spread Buddha Dhamma and
peace,

The government has lavishly funded the IBC and sees this event as an excellent opportunity to
develop its "soft power” by embracing the positive values of Buddhism. With its image as a rising
world superpower, India also has the advantage of being the land of the Buddha. These are
advantages which other prominent Buddhist countries such as Thailand and Sri Lanka do not have.

About 170 International Delegates from more than 30 different countries of the world participated in
the Global Buddhist Summit, But there were no delegates from China, which claims to have the
world's biggest Buddhist population numbering over 200 million.

On the second day of the Summit, the Dalal Lama was an honoured guest who gave a keynote
address. Earlier on the first day, the conference was told that his presence was uncertain because
of ill health. But he did turn up with Ven Dr Dhammapiya extending a warm welcome to His
Holiness.



Befte introducing the Dalai Lama, Ven Dr Dhammapiya highlighted the previous day's discussions,
whith covered various Buddhist traditions that have evolved worldwide, comparing these traditions
to diferent coloured flowers that grow from the same stalk. He said that this is the teaching of
Buddha Shakyamuni, pointing out that the Buddha gave different teachings to different people
based on their capacity and location.

In & half-an-hour address at the summit, the Dalai Lama focused on the concepts of compassion,
wisdom, and dependent origination as espoused by the Buddha. "One thing that defines the
Buddha's teaching,” he declared, “is his explanation of dependent arising. This gives us an insight
into reality, Everything is dependent. Nothing is independent. Things arise in dependence on other
factors. Since nothing is independent, everything comes about through dependent relationships”.

“Why is understanding dependent arising important?” asked the Dalai Lama, and then answered the
question himself. "(It is) because when we don't have this insight, we grasp at self as something
substantial and real. This, in tumn, can lead to our drawing distinctions between ‘us’ and ‘them’ that
feed conflict. We develop an attachment to those like us and aversion to others who we see as
different”.

He emphasised thal compassion is at the heart of the Buddha's teaching. “The heart of the
Buddha's teaching is a combination of compassion and wisdom, and as Buddhists, our task is to
cultivate these two qualities”, he advised, adding, “Many of the problems we face are to do with how
we view reality. As Buddhists we need to pay attention to the process by which we grasp at the
reality of things”.

“Rituals are not important,” he continued. "What we need is the cultivation of resting and analytical
meditation, an understanding of reality and the practice of compassion”. He pointed out that
compassion enables one fo transform adversity into opportunity, and it is important that study and
investigation drive human endeavour and not dependence on blind faith.

Venerable Dr Ashin Nyanissara speaking virtually from Myanmar, also emphasized the significance
of nurturing a benevolent heart that embodies qualities of love, compassion, and forgiveness. He
observed that if people lack inner peace, it will be impossible to achieve peace in the world. He
recommended the cultivation of insight meditation as a path towards world peace.

Prof Robert Thurman, a former student of the Dalai Lama, representing the academic study of
Buddhism, recalled Modi's statement during the summit that India has a history of commitment to

‘ahimsa’, or non-violence. This concept is vital in understanding why individuals may choose to die
instead of taking life.

The approach 1o education developed by great Indian universities such as Nalanda allowed
individuals to understand the nature of reality and how to transform the mind. The core curriculum of
Nalanda has been preserved in monasteries such as Ganden, Drepung, and Sera, which have been
re-eslablished in South India, he pointed oul.
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Global Buddhist Summit calls for a

Paradigm Shift in Human Attitude to
Nature

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM, April 25,
2023/EINPresswire.com/ - Drawing upon
the teachings of the Buddha the Global
Buddhist Summit (GBS) gave a call for a

paradigm shift in human attitude towards

nature. Participants at the two-day meeting which concluded with a Delhi
Declaration, observed that the members of the Sangha, Buddhist leaders,
distinguished Buddhist scholars, practitioners and institutions can play a
significant and effective role in addressing the multiple crisis the world is faced

with today.

“We urge governments and individuals to take action to reduce carbon emissions,

protect biodiversity, and preserve natural resources for future generations”, the



New Delhi Declaration stated.

India has arich

philosophical and spiritual Reinforcing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

heritage where one can message at the Summit a day earlier, the

find solution to all Summit recognized that environmental

problems and Buddhism is degradation was one of the most pressing

part of this overall challenges facing humanity today. The
ecosystem.” members committed to protect the
— Arjun Ram Meghwal environment and promote sustainable

development.

The Summit which was organised by International Buddhist Confederation and
the Ministry of Culture, saw the participation of more than 500 delegates, around
175 were from overseas representing 31 countries. As the theme, “Responses to
Contemporary Challenges: Philosophy to Praxis” generated informed and intense
discussions, it was decided to host the Global Buddhist Summit annually, to take

the dialogue on several of the challenging issues forward.

The texts, doctrines and philosophy of Buddha Dhamma were best guide for
inter-faith dialogue, harmony and universal peace, the Declaration noted, in the
context of the present world scenario. “The human race has been in great need to
be free from conflict, ill-feeling, greed, selfishness and uncertainty of life. We are
in dire need of peace and harmony both, in our personal life and at the global

level”, the Buddha most suited to show the path.

The focus of the GBS was on modes of disseminating and internalizing universal
values and to find ways to work together, to address the burning challenges both

within and globally and offer a sustainable model for future of the world.



Pea te being the foundation for human happiness and well-being, and that
con flicts and violence were a significant threat to it, the Summit called upon all
nations, organizations and individuals to work towards creating a world free from

con flict, violence and war.

There was general agreement that the Buddha’s message could provide
inspiration and guidance for Peace, Well-being, Harmony and Compassion, this
needed to be highlighted and worked upon.

The Declaration also called upon governments to preserve and protect the sacred
sites of Buddhism and promote their accessibility to people of all backgrounds.
Buddhist pilgrimage was a living heritage promoting spiritual growth, cultural

understanding and social harmony.

Minister of State for Culture Mr Arjun Meghwal, while referring to the speech by
the Honourable Prime Minister the previous day, mentioned that India had given
the world the Buddha and not war or conflict. He referred to the several ways and
means of attaining happiness as explained by the Buddha and emphasised on
the need for people to focus on one’s bare necessities rather than aspire for more,
which is at the core of all problems. He mentioned about climate change and the
need for every individual to consciously try and realise as to how he can help in
preventing damage to the environment. In this connection, Mr Meghwal
mentioned that he often rides a bicycle to send a message to people. Sh Meghwal
also highlighted India’s rich philosophical and spiritual heritage where one can
find solution to all problems and Buddhism is part of this overall ecosystem. He
thanked all the delegates for coming to the event and making the event a major

Success.

Members of the Sangha, the diplomatic community, distinguished Buddhist



scholars, dhamma practitioners all participated in the Summit. “All the
presentations were very enlightening and revealed the various facets of Buddha
Dhamma in very simple and lucid manner, said His Eminence Kyabje Yongzin Ling

Rinpoche Tenzin Lungtok Thinley Choephak in his concluding remarks.

He emphasized that it is the responsibility of each one of us to spread the
teachings of the Buddha, especially to the youth of today. Education should be
imparted on the universal truth of the dhamma that was taught in the ancient

Mahaviharas, like Nalanda.
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Magnificence, Magnanimity and Morality in
action: The maiden Global Buddhist Summit in
New Delhi

Buddhism and India have shared a long-standing relationship since its very beginning starting 5th century BCE
loeng and complex history in India, religion has had a significant impact an Indian culture and society.
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During the early years of Buddhism, It was mainly practised in India, and many of the religion’s key teachings were
developed and refined in this region.



Many Indian rulers, such as Ashoka, were proponents of Buddhlsm and helped to spread the religion throughout the
country. Buddhist temples and monasteries were established throughout India, and religion played an important role in
shaping Indian art, literature. and philosaphy.

Today. Buddhism continues to be an important part af [ndia‘s cultural heritage, and many Buddhist pligrimage sites are
lotated throughout the country.

Ower the centuries, Buddhism spread across Asia and beyond, but it has remained an important part of India’s cultural
heritage.

In an attempt to reconnect with the cultural aspects and better integrate Buddhist ideas, the makden Global Buddhist

Summit will be held on Aprll 20-21 in New Delhi in & collaborative setup between the Ministry of Culture and the
International Buddhist Confederation (IBCL

Az part of the commemorations under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsay, the malden edition of the International Global Buddhist
Surnmit is being arganised in India with preminent Buddhist manks from different countres taking part in the summit,

In fact, multiple roundtable conferences are being organised to discuss how best society can deal with contemparary
challenges, with the help of Buddhlst philesephy and thought,

In bemer ideating how contermporary chalenges can be dealt with Buddhism, the summit shall serve as & medium o
enhance the cultural and diplomatic relationships with other countrles as well with 171 delegates from 30 countries
participating in the same.

Maost discussions aim (o understand today's pressing global issues and find answers in the Buddha Dhamma based on
universal values.

A major reason for the same is that Buddhism as a culture and religious system has been firmly rooted in the ideas of
peace and non-violence.

Its teachings emphasize the importance of compassion, kindness, and respect for all living beings. In woday's era of war
and conflict, Buddhism's message of peace and nor-violence |s more relevant than ever.

Religion offers a unique perspective on dealing with viclence and confiict. emphasizing the importance of dialogue and
understanding rathes than aggression and force.

The principles of Buddhism also denote that violence and suffering inflicted on others ultimately come back to harm the
oppressor a well

Buddhism encourages sodety to take a broader view of thelr actions and to consider the impact their actions might have
on others, rather than just focusing on one's own desires and Interess,

Therefore, the four carefully curated themes for the summit are “Buddha Dhamma and Peace’, 'Envirenmental Crisis,
Health and Sustainabdliy’, "Preservation of Nafanda Buddhist Tradition and Pilgrimage’, and "Living Heritage and Buddha
Relics: a resilient foundation to Indla’s eenturins-ald cultural links to countries in South, Southeast and East Asia’,

Through these, the vision of the summit is to better understand the teachings of the Shakyamuni Buddha that have been
tontinuolsly enriched over the centuries with the practice of Buddha Dhamma.

This summit comes close on the heels of a recenthy-held successful inernational meet of experts from the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization {SCO) nations, aimed at re-establishing transcultural links, seeking out commaonalities, between
Buddhist an of Central Asia, art styles, archaeological sikes and antiquity In various museums' collections of the SCO
countries as well,

This summit i5 a similar effort towards engaging the global Buddhist dhamma leadership and =cholars on matters of
Buddhist and universal concerns, and caming up with policy Inputs to address them collectively.

PM Modi



with e powerful message of hope in the face of conflict that Buddhlsm philosophy prapounds advertently ard
inadverently, its teachings have constantly focused on the importance of compassion and forghveness, even in the face of
the gregest adversity.

By enibracing these values, Buddhism advocates for a break in the cydle of violence resufting in a more peaceful and just
world. I |5 expected that the deliberations at the summit will successfully esplore how the Buddha Dhamma's
fundarmental values can provide the necessary inspiration and guldance to Indhiduals, leaders and soclety in general in
today s day and age to grapple with technological advancements, consumarism and the constant aggrandisement that
socieries and nations continue to profess and practice

The maden edition of the Glabal Buddhist Summit that is held in New Delhi marks a significant mament in the history of
Buddhim, highlighting its relevance and potential in contemporary times. With s focus on the philosophy of compassion,
sympaty and mutual understanding,

The summit offers a unique perspective on how (o deal with the pressing global challenges we face today. Through s
carafuilly curated themes and roundiable conferences. the summit aims to creste 8 platform for Buddhist lzaders, Monks,
and (rterfaith disogue scholars to engage in meaningful discourse and explore ways to address commaon concerms

The summit also serves as 3 medium to enhance cultural and diplomatic relatisnghips with several countries, promoting
peacelu coexistence and global peace, serenity and harmony,

With its message of hape and the importance of magnificence, magnan|imity and morality, Buddhism offers a golden path
towards a mors peacelul and |ust workd

The Glabal Budghist Summit provides an opportunity to kearn from this anclent philosophy and apply it in our lives and
socioty, ensuring a more sustainable future for all of us,

The author of this opinion plece i Dr Maheep, an expert on India’s Forelgn affairs. He is the Principal Investigator of a
Mational Froject on India's Soft Power Diplomacy. [ANT)
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Dalai Lama: ;qué
dijo al reaparecer
después de besar a
un nino?

Es el primer evento publico al que asiste

desde que pidiera a un nifio que chupara
su lengua

Por EEE [scrito en MUNDO ol 22/4,/2023  15:04 ha



Tras la polémica situacion en la que se vio envuelto el Daldi
Lama, este viernes reaparecia en la Cumbre Budista Global,
gue se efectud en la capital de la India, Nueva Delhi, siendo el
primer evento publico al que asiste desde que pidiera a un
nifio gue chupara su lengua. En el evento estuvieron
presentes lideres espirituales y eruditos.

Acompanfiado de varios miembros de su equipo, quienes lo
apoyaban mientras respondia a los saludos de bienvenida de
los asistentes y otros lideres budistas, Lhamo Dhondup,
nombre del maximo lider budista tibetano de B7 afios de
edad, llegt al evento.

Durante su participacion en la Cumbre Budista Global en
Nueva Delhi, el Dalai Lama compartio con los asistentes sus
reflexiones de “espiritualidad®, adamas de aportar a la
discusién budista sobre el medio ambiente, la preservacion de
la tradicion de Nalanda, la legendaria universidad budista, vy la
paz mundial.

TE PODRIA INTERESAR

MIKLO DALAI DAMA
{Fue broma el "chupa mi

lengua” del Dalai Lama a
menor de edad?

DAl ad LAMA

jOtra vez el Dalai Lama!
Muestran video en que
toca inapropiadamente a
menor de edad

Si logramos evitar esto, “eso nos liberara de un fuerte anhelo
y apego. El anhelo se elimina no simplemente porque deseas



gue desaparezca, sino al obtener una idea de la naturaleza de
la realidad”, continué el tibetano para dar guia sobre la
bisqueda de la "elevacion espiritual”.

TE PODRIA INTERESAR

Chal Al LAMA

Dalai Lama: Beso a niiio,
nexos con NXIVM y ahora
resurge video de acoso a
Lady Gaga

Desde que hace mas de una semana se difundiera en redes
sociales un video en el que se le ve besando a un nifo en los
labios para acto seguido preguntarle si podia "chupar” su
lengua, en un acto publico y en presencia de otros adultos, el
Dalai Lama ha sido reprendido y criticado fuertemente por la
opinion publica.

Como acto de disculpa, la oficina del Dalai Lama emitic un
comunicado en el que asegurd que el lider budista "a
menudo toma el pelo a las personas que conoce de forma
inocente y traviesa, incluso en pablico y ante las camaras”.
Mientras que algunos de los lideres tibetanos exiliados en la



India, acudieran a su auxilio, aseverando gue China era la
culpable de difundir el video con intencién de dafar la
reputacion del lider religioso.

VGB
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TEMAS

Dalai Lama Lider Budista Nueva Dalhi

Siganos en
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EL DALAI LAMA REAPARECE EN UNA CUMBRE BUDISTA
TRAS ESCANDALO

Agencias | LA PRENSA DE LARA.- El Dalai Lama participd este viernes en la Cumbre Budista Global, que se
celebrd en Nueva Delhi con la presencia de lideres espirituales y eruditos, en su primeéra aparicion publica desde
el escandalo desatado por un video en el que le pidié a un nifio gue schupe» su lengua.

Lhamo Dhondup, &| nombre de nacimiento del méximo lider budista tibetano, llegd al evento acompanado de

varios miembros de su equipo que le sostenian mientras el religioso de 87 afios respondia a los saludos de
bienvenida de los asistentes y otros |deres

El Dalai Lama hizo esta aparicion para ofrecer sus reflexiones de espiritualidad, asi como para discutir las

respuestas budistas al medio ambiente, la preservaclén de la tradicion de Nalanda, la legendaria universidad
budista y la paz mundial

erimentados a través de

(=]



para dar gula sobre fa blsqueda de la elevacién espiritual. —

De acuerdo con |a reflexion del Daldi Lama, «cuando eres capaz de eliminar el anhelo, la mente se vuelve pura y
esa pureza de la mente es el nirvana, el nirvana es un estado mantals,

Hasta ahora unos de los lideres mas populares del murido, el religioso ha sido sometido a un fuerte escrutinio
desde que hace mas de una semana comenzo a clircular por las redes sociales un video que muestra cdmo besd a
un nifio en los labios para acto seguide preguntar si podia «chupar» su lengua, durante un acto publico y en
presencia de otros adultos.

La oficina del Daldi Lama emitié una disculpa y afirmé que el lider budista «a menudo toma el pelo a las
personas que conoce de forma inocente y traviesa, incluso en piblico y ante las cdmaras=, mientras gue
lideres del gobierno tibetano en el exilio salieron en su defensa y calificaron lo sucedido de una campafia de
desprestigio motivada por China,

El decimocuarto Daldl Lama vive en el norte de la Indla desde gue huyd junto a miles de compatriotas a
principios de 1959 tras la dura represién china contra el fallido levantamiento popular de Lhasa, capital del Tibet.

Fuente Informativa: EFE

Visitas: 89 Siguenos Blapransalara Tl

Ver mas: dalai lama palemica de dalal lama
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Bhutan Reacts to India Hosting 'Global Buddhist
Summit’
BY DANISH MANZOOR BHAT ON 4/22/23 AT 6:38 AM EDT

INDIA BHUTAN DALAI LAMA NAREMDRA MODI

n keeping with the longstanding camaraderie between India and Bhutan, Ugyen Dorji,
the Home Minister of Bhutan, reacted to the International Buddhist Confederation
hosting the first-ever two-day Global Buddhist Summit in New Delhi.
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What the Indian Prime Minister Said

In his speech, centered around Buddhism and climate change, the Indian Prime Minister
also added that the Buddha preached abandoning war, defeat, and victory for eternal
peace. On climate change, he said: “The path of Buddha is the path of the future and the

path of sustainability. Had the world followed Buddha's teachings, it would not have faced
the problems of climate change."

NEWSWEEK NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP >

“The Global Buddhist Summit is being hosted at a time when India has completed 75 years
of its independence and is celebrating the ‘Amrit Mahotsav' of its independence. India also
has huge goals for its future as well as new resolutions for global welfare in this ‘Amrit
Kaal'. Today, India has taken new initiatives on several issues in the world. And our biggest
inspiration behind those initiatives is Lord Buddha,” Modi added.



LULTSEMY Sanygay, ul uanenud Fordayge, Fror crgnunmg vijeoanuga g, ang Fror vicor ywee
Eng Lye. Among the foreign Sangha leaders were Ani Namgyal Lhamo from Bhutan, The
Padma Acharya Karma Rangdol from Bhutan, Dr. Yon Seng Yeath from Cambodia, Acarya
Surnati Sunyo from Nepal, Ihalamillewe Rathanapala Nayake Thero from Sri Lanka,

Dormyung from South Korea, Dr. Pornchai Pinyapeng from Thailand, and Dr. Thich Giac
Dung from Vietnam.

Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama is pictured gesturing during his first day
of teaching session at the Kalachakra Ground on December 29, 2022 in Bodh

Gaya, India. The Dalai Lama addressed the Global Buddhist Summit on the
second day.

SANJAY KUMAR/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Home Minister of Bhutan Reacts

Speaking exclusively to Newsweek, Ugyen Dorji, Minister of Home Affairs, Bhutan, reacted
to the first-ever Global Buddhist Summit organized by the International Buddhist



Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays floral tribute to the Buddha statue at the
Global Buddhist Summit ( Courtesy PIB, Government of India)

Organizers Speak

Sharing details about the event, the organizers told Newsweek: "The summit aimed to
address significant global issues and generate policy recommendations through
discussions between eminent scholars, Sangha leaders, and Dharma practitioners from
various regions, based on the universal values of Buddha Dhamma.”

NEWSWEEK SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS >

The 14th Dalai Lama arrived and addressed the summit on the second day. "A total of 615
delegates from 30 countries, including 170 foreign delegates, participated in the event. The
discussions centered around finding Buddhist solutions to contemporary challenges.
Overall, the first-ever Global Buddhist Summit in 2023 was considered a great success in
both qualitative and quantitative terms," the organizers added.
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Global Buddhist Summit is being hosted in and by India."

“"Programs such as this help promote the Buddhist principles of compassion, peace,
harmony, and interdependence, which might offer a fresh approach to solving global
challenges like climate change, war, and conflicts. The Buddhist way of life will survive as
long as the principles remain relevant. | would like to congratulate the IBC for organizing
the first-ever Global Buddhist Summit. As a country that prides itself in being the last
bastion of Mahayana Buddhism, we are immensely happy to know that India, our closest
friend, is organizing this summit," the minister added.

The summit, which was organized around the theme "Responses to Contemporary
Challenges: Philosophy to Praxis,' was seen as a success

Ugyen Dorji, the Home Minister of Bhutan, reacted to the International
Buddhist Confederation hosting the first-ever Global Buddhist Summit in New
Delhi.
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First Global Buddhist Summit opens
in India

Thursday, Apnl 20, 2023 | 17:40:41

(VOVWORLD) -Scholars, Sangha leaders, and Dharma practitioners from
30 countries attended the first Global Buddhist Summit in india on
Thursday to discuss contemporary Buddhism.

Suprama Patriarch leads Vielnams Buddhist Sangha delegation to the Global Buddhist Summit in
India. (Phata: VOV

The theme of the 2-day summit is "Responses to Contemporary Challenges
Philosophy to Praxis™, which will address Buddhist concerms and come up with
policies.

According 10 the event’s official release: “Discussions will be held on four topics:
Buddha Dharma and Peace; Buddha Dharma: Environmental Crisis, Health and
Sustalnabllity;, Preservation of MNalanda Buddhist Tradition, Buddha Dharma
Pllgrimage, Living Heritage and Buddha Relics: a resiiem foundation for India's
centurles-old cultural inks 1o countries in South, South-East and East Asia”
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Murals depicting SL Buddhist civilization unveiled in
New Delhi

Mapams @15 G

+ These two historcal events that occumed in the 3rd oentury BCE msrked the commencemant of Buddhist civilization in Sri Lanka

Marikang thie FSTh grinweranny af the astpalanrment of Indo-Larda O pimalc redntiono wiich falts thig yoar Two pROtograpna of Arahat
Mahmda and Thert Sangarmilia wese uveted at the office of e Stelz Minster of Sxtsmal Aftars and Colture of India a1 e Natoral Gallery

of Moden At in New Dalhl, & statermant o0 the 54 Lankan Embassy said

The phatograpng, which were inatalled @ the office of the State Mirmter of Extemal AMairs and Culture St Meenaokahi Lesd, feature tivo

rmurals paintad by the srrinent 5o L angan painter Solias Mardis i the Kelgniva Rajarabe Vikara

T fwnt sl depicts Arahet Marwecs delveing fhe message of the Budaha o King Dessnampiyalisss upon aniing « Sr Lanka The

gennnd rriutdl degncle the armval 1o Sn Lanka of THen Seaghattt i, earing the tighl-hend branch sapleg of tha S Maha Sodh troe

These two hstoncal svanis thal aocured inime 3ed centusy BCE marked the commiersemnen of Suddest cailzabon in S Lanka and

Eprlomize the sinong and unbrankatie cvillzational boncds thet exist betwesen 5r Lanks and India

The EholDgrapns were carermania iy unveied by State Minmter Smil. Maenakabi Lekhe and S Lanka s High Commeesionss 10 india Milinda
Moragooa m the presence of (he Venerable members of the Mane Sanghe from Sn Lanka leo by the Most Venemable Waskaduwe

Liphandawenmn Matin Mayaes Thaia woisn webe iy Mo Dsthi to aitend the Giobal Buddieet Sormmet



Director Gereral of the Depantiment of Archaeciogy of 51 Lanka Prof. Anura Masatungs, Director General of the Intematonal Buddhest
Conlederation Alhijll Hakder and seniar officuds o e High Comm sssan ol Srl Larks o New Delfs wers alao pressst on thid accasen. Prgd
Manmiungs gaw & biisl desesiplion of 1he lample mursls degicied in the photocmohs &t the unveling cesarhony

Previcusly, in October 2027, the High Comemigsion of Sr Lanka in New Dl presented twa ghologmohs depicting the same murls, 1o be
natubed ot the newly Inauguratad intermational airsost |0 <utsiragar Smilds phoiographs wine irstalled ot the Rashinys Swayamsevak Sangh
(R35) Headguartars in Magpar in Februsry 2007, and sl the Ahmeadabar Inssrnatonal Scport in July 2077 As part of an ongoing programme
50 oehiale the 5 snruviersary of Indo-Lanks dalomatic relatons, sotion s aleo been (nitated (o retal] smilar ohiograoha @1 otfmar
locations in India. innlucing & the istecnationsl airports in Buddha Gays and Yarenasi $noitly enhancing Sn Lanka's cultural tootpring st the
teval of the Smates of the Uinion of india.
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Unveiling the historice first Global
Buddhist Summit in New Delhi:
Rediscovering India’s rich legacy and
reclaiming an ancient mandate

Shrideep Biswas

2023/04/23 07:47:20 in Hot News, World News Reading Time: 4 mins read AA OO0

Bl share on Facebook W Share on Twitter JOIN TO WHATSAPP NEWS



Conventional wisdom has a habil of attributing a fair share of the world's evils to religion. This
social inslitution, which is supposedly premised on faith and thrives on unguestioning
obedience of its doctrines, is seen as an anathema to scientific and rational thinking. Thus,
the proposition that religious ideas can come to the succour of a troubled world should
appear as a paradox to the ardent votaries of secularism.

Traditional Indian thinking, however, holds an altogether different view in this regard.
Dharma, the Indian equivalent of the term Religion, is derived from the Sanskrit root word
Dhri, which means to hold together. Thus, Dharma is that which holds. It is the ethical, moral
and spintual glue that holds the society together and prevents it from dissolving into chaos.
India, from time antiquity, has been the cradle of lofty religious and spiritual ideas that have
served as guiding lights to humankind afflicted with myriad miseries of existence. Of these
ideas or Dharmas, undoubtedly the most impactful, in terms of its adherents, has been the
message of Lord Buddha. From the freezing snows of Siberia to the lush forests of Sri Lanka,
from the arid steppes of Central Asia to the picturesque islands of Japan, about one third of

the human race have, for centuries, lived and died under the tenets of the great sage from
india.

The doctrine of Gautama Buddha, in many ways does not conform to the standard definition
of a religion. Within the core concepts of Buddhism there is no provision of the God. Buddha
spoke of no heaven, hell or afterlife. As a matter of fact, he sidetracked metaphysics
altogether. The sole concern of the enlightened one was the alleviation of misery. It was this
tireless quest for the answer to miseries of life which brought enlightenment to Prince
Siddhartha and transformed him into the Buddha. The truth that he had realized some six
centuries before the birth of Christ, came to constitute the essence of his religion. Ever since
Buddha promulgated his formula of cessation of Dukkha (misery), countless souls, from
murderous highwaymen to contrite Emperors, have sought refuge in the Buddha, Sangha
and the Dharma, the three jewels of Buddhism and have conducted themselves from
darkness to light.

The world as such, is primarily governed by ideas. Every dimension of human existence, be it
social, political, economical or ethical, needs a set of guiding principles in order to smoothly
transact the businesses of life. In recent past, many a belief system which gained
international prominence and significantly influenced a large section of thinking minds,
promised to change the world. Religion was described as& | o oo bwe

intellectuals were trained to regard it as the very antithesis o/ swisiuime winmng aim €

It became fashionable to ridicule faith and scorn spirituality. The prophesied social revolution
never came to pass and the ideologies in question, along with their grandiose claims were



subsequently consigned to the scrap heap of history. Yet, a serious damage that they had
inflicted on the collective consciousness of the human mind remained unrepaired. A sizeable
fraction of the human race was induced to alienate itself from its innate religiosity.
Nevertheless, as evinced by history, no individual or society can survive indefinitely in an
atmosphere of absolute materialism. The spiritual vacuum that is becoming increasingly
tonspicuous all over the world today will not be there for long. An intensely authoritarian and
dogmatic ideology can soon take over and transform the familiar world of ours beyond
recognition. In that case, the world will no more remain so free and liberal as it is today.
There is no surety, that this is not the picture of lomorrow.,

Twenty-first Century, is a strange epoch in the history of the mankind. It is so far the best and
yet the worst of times. On one hand, scientific and technological advancement has brought
every form of luxury and comfort within the reach of modern man and yet various forms of
environmental crises are threatening the very existence of the planet. Machines have begun
lo think like intelligent human beings while young men and women are losing interest in life
and sinking in the abyss of despair. Medieval barbarism is baring its fangs to sophisticated
and yet impotent civilizations. Leaders and intellectuals are prioritizing political correctness
over the truth. A moral, ethical and spiritual paralysis is fast spreading all over the world. We
are in urgent need of a sharp and suitable medicine.

It was this imperative that was operational behind the convention of the first Global Buddhist
Summit in New Delhi on 20-21 April 2023. This grand event was organized in tradition of the
Buddhist councils that were convened in ancient India under the patronage of emperors like
Ajatasatru Kalashoka, Ashoka and Kanishka etc, Addressing the inaugural session of the
convention, the Indian Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi spoke about the relevance of
Buddha's teachings as regards the problems that plague the world today. He also explained
how India, in pursuance of Buddhist ideals, have always strove to harmonize her own
interests with those of the entire world. What Mr. Modi was actually elaborating upon was the
Mahayana Buddhist ideal of Bodhisattva, According to this philosophy, the enlightened soul,
in the Bodhisattva state of existence, forsakes his own salvation for the emancipation of his
fellow sentient beings. As a nation, India has indeed steadfastly remained true to this ideal.
As if under the mandate of a mysterious principle of eternal recurrence, the stage is once
again set for India to assume the leadership role in the global Buddhist discourse. As the
confused world reels between the Scylla of absolute spiritual anomie and the Charyhdi= ~f
dogmatic fanaticism, it is the most appropriate time to react Jom To wHATSAPP NEWS W

of the middle path of the Buddha. So let us revive the glonous heritage of Dharr

Nagarjuna, Dipankara and other illustrious Buddhist masters of yore. Only a fraction of their
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India taking new initiatives based on
Buddha's teachings: PM Modi

2023/04/21 12:34:00 in Hot News, Local News Reading Time: 3 mins read AA OOD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted the noble teachings of Gautama Buddha at the
Global Buddhist Summit inaugurated here in New Delhi on Thursday.

JOIN TO WHATSAPP NEWS
“The noble teachings of Gautama Buddha have impacted counuess people over cer

Inspired by the teachings of Lord Buddha, India is taking new initiatives for global welfare,”
said PM Modi. He said, "Buddha is an understanding beyond the person, Buddha is a



thought beyond the form, Buddha s a consciousness beyond the image, and this
consciousness of the Buddha is eternal and constant..."

“This thought is eternal, this understanding is unforgettable,” said PM Modi.

PM Modi further said that India is moving ahead in 'Amrit Kaal’ towards becoming a
developed country, and the biggest inspiration behind the same is Lord Buddha.

“In this Amrit Kaal, India has taken new initiatives on many subjects and our biggest
inspiration for this is Lord Buddha. India is moving ahead in the 'Amrit Kaal' towards

becoming a developed country. India has resolved for the welfare of not only India but also
for the whole wide world,” Modi said.

The two-day Global Buddhist Summit is being held at a time when India is celebrating 75
years of her independence when India is celebrating the 'Amrit Mahotsav’,

PM Modi said that India has continuously spread the values of Lord Buddha. “The path of
Buddha is Pariyakti, Patipatti and Pativedha. Means Theory, Practice and Realization. In the
last 9 years, India has progressed rapidly on all these three points,” he said.

The Prime Minister further stressed that when many people come together with a vision for a
better future, "the future will indeed be magnificent”.

“India has had its firsts in so many fields, and it has derived great inspiration for the same
from Lord Buddha. That's why today people from different countries, and different
geographical-cultural environments are present here together,” Modi said while adding that
this is the extension of Lord Buddha which unites the entire humanity in one thread.

PM Modi underscored the importance of the path of Buddha adding that his path is of the
future, the path of sustainability.

He also said that India has not given war to the world, but ‘Buddha’.

“The war and unrest that the world is suffering from today, centuries ago Lord Buddha had
given a solution. The journey of solving problems is the journey of Buddha. India considers
the sorrow of every human being as its own sorrow,” PM Modi said.

JOIN TO WHATSAPP NEWS
Modi said that the world can embrace happiness only if “we renunciate reansauons o \

Defeats, Fights, Wars".



‘Lord Buddha has taught the path to overcome these. Enmity can not vanish with enmity but
with Love. Actual happiness lies in peace, in living together with peace. If we want to make
the world happy. then this Buddha mantra of inclusiveness is the only way by leaving the self,
the world, the narrow thinking,” PM Modi said.

Refering to the earthquake in Turkey, PM Modi said, “Be it peace missions in different
countries of the world or a calamity like an earthquake in Turkey... India stands with
humanity in times of every crisis, with ‘Mum Bhav', by putting its full potential.”

He also informed how India played a key role in improving the Buddha Circuit.

‘We improved the Buddha Circuit in India and Nepal. Be it Kushinagar International Airport or
Lumbini, where India International Centre for Buddhist Culture is being established; India is
working holistically in this direction,” said PM Modi.

What's New

Pakistan’s plan to import Russian oil in disarray over lack of funds and mechanism April 24, 2023
Tremor felt in Hambantota April 24, 2023

Showers above 50mm expected April 24, 2023

Details of five murdered in Jaffna revealed | One arrested April 23, 2023

Unveiling the historice first Global Buddhist Summit in New Delhi: Rediscovering India’s rich legacy and
reclaiming an ancienl mandate April 23, 2023

Showers or thundershowers predicted April 23, 2023

ChatGPT will make marking coursework 'virtually impossible’ and shows exams ‘more important’ as
ever April 22, 2023

President's Ramazan wishes April 22, 2023
India is progressing by following Buddha's teachings, says PM Modi April 22, 2023

Showers or thundershowers likely to occur in several places April 22, 2023
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PM at Global Buddhist Summit 2023, in New Delhi on
April 20, 2023.
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Rediscovering India’s rich legacy and
reclaiming an ancient mandate
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Conventional wisdom has a habit of attributing a fair share of the world's evils to religion. This
social institution, which is supposedly premised on faith and thrives on unquestioning
obedience of its doctrines, is seen as an anathema to scientific and rational thinking. Thus,
the proposition that religious ideas can come to the succour of a troubled world should
appear as a paradox to the ardent voltaries of secularism.

Traditional Indian thinking, however, holds an altogether different view in this regard.
Dharma, the Indian equivalent of the term Religion, is derived from the Sanskrit root word
Dhri, which means to hold together. Thus, Dharma is that which holds. It is the ethical, moral
and spiritual glue that holds the society together and prevents it from dissolving into chaos.
india, from time antiquity, has been the cradle of lofty religious and spiritual ideas that have
served as guiding lights to humankind afflicted with myriad miseries of existence. Of these
ideas or Dharmas, undoubtedly the most impactful, in terms of its adherents, has been the
message of Lord Buddha. From the freezing snows of Siberia to the lush forests of Sri Lanka,
from the arid steppes of Central Asia to the picturesque islands of Japan, about one third of
the human race have, for centuries, lived and died under the tenets of the great sage from
India.

The doctrine of Gautama Buddha, in many ways does not conform to the standard definition
of a religion. Within the core concepts of Buddhism there is no provision of the God. Buddha
spoke of no heaven, hell or afterlife. As a matter of fact, he sidetracked metaphysics
altogether. The sole concern of the enlightened one was the alleviation of misery. It was this
tireless quest for the answer to miseries of life which brought enlightenment to Prince
Siddhartha and transformed him into the Buddha. The truth that he had realized some six
centuries before the birth of Christ, came to constitute the essence of his religion. Ever since
Buddha promulgated his formula of cessation of Dukkha (misery), countless souls, from
murderous highwaymen to contrite Emperors, have sought refuge in the Buddha, Sangha
and the Dharma, the three jewels of Buddhism and have conducted themselves from
darkness to light.

The world as such, is primarily governed by ideas. Every dimension of human existence, be it
social, political, economical or ethical, needs a set of guiding principles in order to smoathly
transact the businesses of life. In recent past, many a belief system which gained
international prominence and significantly influenced a large section of thinking minds,
promised to change the world. Religion was described as = R pT——

intellectuals were trained to regard it as the very antithesis 6 suciuie viinig aim €

It became fashionable to ridicule faith and scom spirituality. The prophesied social revolution
never came to pass and the ideologies in question, along with their grandiose claims were



subsequently consigned to the scrap heap of history. Yet, a serious damage that they had
inflicted on the collective consciousness of the human mind remained unrepaired. A sizeable
fraction of the human race was induced to alienate itself from ils innate religiosity.
Nevertheless, as evinced by history, no individual or society can survive indefinitely in an
atmosphere of absolute malerialism. The spiritual vacuum that is becoming increasingly
conspicuous all ovar the world today will not be there for long. An intensely authoritarian and
dogmatic ideology can soon take over and transform the familiar world of ours beyond
recognition. In that case, the world will no more remain so free and liberal as it is today.
There is no surety, thal this is not the picture of tomorrow.

Twenty-first Century, is a strange epoch in the history of the mankind. It is so far the best and
yet the worst of times. On one hand, scientific and technological advancement has brought
every form of luxury and comfort within the reach of modem man and yet various forms of
environmental crises are threatening the very existence of the planet. Machines have begun
to think like intelligent human beings while young men and women are losing interest in life
and sinking in the abyss of despair. Medieval barbarism is baring its fangs to sophisticated
and yet impotent civilizations. Leaders and intellectuals are prioritizing political correctness
over the truth. A moral, ethical and spiritual paralysis is fast spreading all over the world. We
are in urgent need of a sharp and suitable medicine,

It was this imperative that was operational behind the convention of the first Glabal Buddhist
Summit in New Delhi on 20-21 April 2023. This grand event was organized in tradition of the
Buddhist councils that were convened in ancient India under the patronage of emperors like
Ajatasatru Kalashoka, Ashoka and Kanishka efc, Addressing the inaugural session of the
convention, the Indian Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi spoke about the relevance of
Buddha's teachings as regards the problems that plague the world today. He also explained
how India, in pursuance of Buddhist ideals, have always strove to harmonize her own
interests with those of the entire world. What Mr. Modi was actually elaborating upon was the
Mahayana Buddhist ideal of Bodhisattva. According to this philosophy, the enlightened soul,
in the Bodhisattva state of existence, forsakes his own salvation for the emancipation of his
fellow sentient beings. As a nation, India has indeed steadfastly remained true to this ideal.
As if under the mandate of a mysterious principle of etemal recurrence, the stage is once
again set for India to assume the leadership role in the global Buddhist discourse. As the
confused world reels between the Scylla of absolute spiritual anomie and the Charyhdie ~F
dogmatic fanaticism, it is the most appropriate time to react Jom 1O WHATSAPPNEWS #

of the middie path of the Buddha. So let us revive the glonous heritage of Dharr

Nagarjuna, Dipankara and other illustrious Buddhist masters of yore. Only a fraction of their
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India, in the last nine years, has been making big strides following Buddha teachings, sald
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday.

Speaking at Global Buddhist Summit 2023 in New Delhi, Modi said that India has followed
Buddha's teachings Including the path of Theory, Practice and Realisation. India has
progressed rapidly on all these threa points.

The Global Buddhist Summit |s being held at a time when [ndia is celebrating 75 years of
her independence when India is celebrating the ‘Amrit Mahotsav'.

“India |s moving ahead in the "Amrit Kaal’ towards becoming a developed country. India has
resolved for the welfare of not only India but alse for the whol2 wide world,” PM Modi said.

"We can embrace happiness only if we renunciate realisations of Victory, Defeats, Fights,
Wars. Lord Buddha has taught the path to overcome these, Enmity cannot vanish with
enmity but with Love. Actual happiness lies in peace, In living together with peace,” he said.

If we want to make the world happy, then this Buddha's mantra of indusiveness is the only
way by leaving the self, the world, and narrow thinking, he sald.

Prime Minister also mentioned the Russia-Ukraine war in his speech.

“The path of Buddha is the path of the future, the path of sustainabliity, If the world had
followsed the teachings of Buddha, then aven a crisis like a climate change would not have
come In frant of us. This crisis came about because, in the last century, some countries did
not think about others, about future generations,” he said.

Be It peace missions in different countries of the world or a calamity like an earthquake in
Turkey... India stands with humanity In times of every crisis, with ‘Mum Bhav', by putting its
full potential, he said. (ANI)
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Supparting India’s candidature for a permanent seat in the United Mations Security Council,
Professor Robert AF Thurman, Co-founder and Presjdent of the Tibet House in New York,
said that the five permanent members of the UNSC are unable to resolve conflicts
diplomatically and engaged in wars while India has the potential to bring peace in the
warld,

He s3id, "Today in the United Nations, the five permanent security council members are the
five big arms dealers on the planet so they naturally will not make peace and that has to
change for example India, 2 huge country should be in the permanent member of the

Security Council, Brazil, you know, Germany, Japan and not just the five people who think
thay won the world war."

He asserted that India has every right to be the centre for the congregation of all the
Buddhists as it has been following the principle of non-violence and shown the path of
peace Lo the world rather than the war which some countrles have been adopting to invade
another country.

He is also 3 recipient of India‘s Padma Shri Award.

Terming Indla as the land of Lord Buddha, Lord Mahavira and Mahatma Gandhi, Professor
Robert AF Thurman said that India has been promoting peace through Buddhism,

*Well, T see it in the terms that Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid out earlier yesterday
where he mentioned that Indiz has the principle of non-violence and peace rather than war
or as many countries, thelir major effort or expense is defence and which they call it defence
and then one of them invades another country for eg United States foolishly invaded lrag
the second time and Afghanistan occupied.”

He went on to say that attacking the enemy in another country to defend your country is
admissible but to invade a country or occupy the country is “terrible”.

He said, "They (US} had a right to attack their enemies in Afghanistan who bombed In New
York but after that to occupy a country was a terrible mistake as obviously,.and now Russia
has invaded Ukraine and that is really terrible,"He made the remarks as he came to attend
the Global Buddhist Summit in New Delhl.

The two-day summit is being hosted by the Ministry of Culture in collaboration with
International Buddhist Confederation (IBC). The theme of the Global Buddhist Summit is
'Responses to Contemporary Challenges: Philosophy to Praxis.’

He said that India is a land where Buddha took birth and It has every right to be the centre
to assemble all the Buddhists. Speaking to ANI, he said, "India has never done an invasion



on anybody not perfect of course but they had to defend themselves of course on the other
hand and so India has a right because of Gandhi, Buddha, Mahavira, Jains to say non-
violence is the principle of the country and that makes sense. And also it happens to be the
land on the subcontinent where Buddha took birth although the modern country of India
ofcourse didn't exist at that time, there were many small countries. Sa, they have every
right to be the centre to assemble all the Buddhists and to stand for the principle and even
not to give up the hope that the world can ba the world at peace ”

Speaking about the Dalai Lama’s remarks at the Global Buddhist Summit, he sald, “His
Holiness The Dalai Lama who also hlessed this conference enormously by coming today. He
always says and has been saying for 30 years that the 20th century was the century of
terrible violence as the world wars marked the end of colonialism worldwide and the 21st
century has to be a century of peace, Unfortunately, in the first 23 years of this century,
there have been terrible wars and the US is guilty to some extent and my country (US) is
guilty of unprovoked wars.”

He sald that every person In the world needs freedom and called India a free country. He
sald, "Freedom is a thing that pecple need, that is what human people need, human beings
need. India is a free country, a bit chaotic like the US is, but we have to be partners in
seaing that the whole planet is like that.”

Responding to a guestion regarding China following expansionist policy, he termed
dictatorship dangerous as the dictator has to suppress thelr own people but the Chinese
nationals like freedom.

“Well, you see that the danger of dictatership s that the dictator has to suppress thelr awn
people because it is not true that Chinese people are not the same human beings who do
not like freedom because they are. There are some theories.... that Chinese people don't
want demaocracy and they pretend some \Weastern.., or some nonsanse like that. Actually,

Chinese people are just people and every people even in a family like to be free,” he told
ANL,

*They don't want to be completely under one person and also their talent can’t come out
unless they are free and they won't be creative. .So, the point is 1 see that dictatorships are
dangerous because their own people resent being bossed around by the dictator. So, the
dictator has to push that there is an enemy out there, they try to deflect resentmeant of the
people agalnst them, against some foreigner and they awake a war and that is an age-old
principle that people that everyone can ohserve in history, S0, we don't need governance
where people can have their say right at home and if you are free to say it, they will
disagree, and there will maybe be local squabbles and fights because humans are like that.

But, overall they are not estranged to an enemy, to & neighbour that's really important,” he
added,

He emphasized that Buddhism can play a part in spreading peace and harmony in the
world.



"Budthism can do that, Dalai Lama has a slogan in which he says ‘world peace through
Inner peace’ which means that if people leam to control themselves and be friendly and
lowing and peaceful with each other. Then, they won't have violence and conflict.” Professor
Rob@t AF Thurman further said that If the world sees other people of the world as a family,
ther there would get along and will not have issues with sach othar. (ANI)

al Pist Views: 329



